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FIRST SEA LORD 
TAKES A LOOK 


Hermes 

CRUISE TO 
GIBRALTAR 


BY OUR SPECIAL 
CORRESPONDENT zt . 

S paciousness. That is the 

impression I got on my first 
visit to Britain's newest aircraft 
carrier. I do not refer, of course, 
to the 741-ft.-length of her flight S? 
deck but to the passage-ways in 
the ship. Wonderfully clean and ty 
polished, the compartments within ■ 
the ship would be a credit to any rgjj 
house-proud wife. 

It is true that at the time of my visit 
the air squadrons were not embarked 
and the various messes with their three- 
, tiered hunks would perhaps present a 
! different picture when they were in use. 
hut compared with aircraft carriers of 
the past the deck head seemed much 
higher and there was such cleanliness 
and space that it would be difficult to 
fault this aspect of the ship. 

T he officers and ratings to whom I 
spoke were, in the main, full of admira- 
tion for her comfort and habitability. 

It is said that the way to a man's 
heart is through his stomach, and in 
this connection the facilities provided 
in the ship for producing first-class 
meals arc admirable. The Chief Petty 
Officer Cook informed me that at every 
meal the ship’s company had the 
choice of several dishes, and a close 
inspection of the dinner served on the 
day of my visit showed the ship's com¬ 
pany had no cause whatsoever for 
complaint. This was borne out by the 
ratings with whom I .spoke. 

Those who had served in previous 
carriers were enthusiastic about the 
living conditions on boa*d. and I 
found that those who felt a little 
"crowded" were those who had spent 
their previous service in such places 
as a Royal Naval Air Station. 

Since H.M.S. Hermes commissioned 
on November 25 she has had a "shake- 
down" cruise to Gibraltar, where four 
days were spent. She came back to her 
home port to give Christmas leave, 
skirting the gales which were raging at 
that time, but both officers and men 
stated that the ship behaved extremely 
well. 

Since Christmas the ship has been 
engaged in various harbour trials and 
in storing and ammunitioning, with a 
short trip to Plymouth, where the 200 
"West Country' men" enjoyed a wel¬ 
come break. 

So far. of course, there have been no 
Air Squadrons on board, and the Hying 
trials are not expected to take place 
until after Easter. In the meantime the 
ship is expected to proceed to sea for 
further trials. If these trials take them 
to a foreign port, those on board will 
have well earned a short respite. 

It is perhaps a little early to refer to 
the ship as a "happy ship"—after all. 
i the squadrons have yet to embark—but 
after everything 1 saw and heard on 
board, the ship will, without question, 
he known as the "Happy Hermes.” 


An excellent photograph of the flight deck of II.M.S. Hermes taken when 

the ship was on trials 


This happy photograph of the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Charles I^imbe, 
was taken as he was going down the fore-hatch of the U.S.S. George 
Washington—the United States first nuclear-powered fleet bailistic-mLvsile 
submarine. (Photo: General Dynamics Corporation. Groton. Conn.) 


THAN 


structure of the Forces is also to be 
reviewed. 


Persian Gulf frigate 
returns home 

T HE frigate H.M.S. Loch Ruthvcn 
(Cdr. R. L. Evclcigh, D.S.C.. R.N.) 
returned to Dcvonport on February 2 
after nearly a year's service in the 
Persian Gulf. 


Vice-Admiral Holland-Martiu inspecting the guard at I.ce-on-Solent 
he took up his appointment as Flag Ollicer Air (Home) 


New Flag Officer Air (home) 

COMMANDED EAGLE 


NEW OFFICE BLOCK 
FOR ROSYTH 


V ICE-ADMIRAL I). E. Holland- 
Martin. C.B.. D.S.O., D.S.C.*, 

until recently Second Sea Lord, 
relicted Admiral Sir Walter Couch- 
man on January 8 as Flag Ollicer Air 
(Home). 

Admiral Couchman in to be Vice 
Chief of Naval Stall at the Admiralty 
Vice-Admiral Holland-Martin was 
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Lieut. (S) II. R. Bcrridsc. R.X.(Rc:d.). 
Rojal Naval Barrack'. Porumouth. 
Tel.: Portsmouth 26421 (Ext. 2194) 


HEADMASTERS HEAR ! LETTERS 70 THE EDlT0R 

ABOUT THE NAVY 

Future cadet entry must be of 
highest quality from widest field 


EDITORIAL 


IR.—In your last edition of Navy 1 wonder if you can quote some of 
1 News, the front page headline read the foregoing and enquire through 
"Bulwark — the first Helicopter your columns if anyone who served 
immando Carrier to he commis- in the ship at Portsmouth between 
>ncd." It is on this subject that I 1952 and 1958. can remember these 
ould like to express my views. Firstly wooden tampions, their origin and use. 
agree very much with the plan for R. B. SUMMER FI ELD 

eh a highly mobile amphibious force Liverpool Nautical 
the Helicopter Commando. Research Society, 

I'm afraid the Admiralty lose my 28 Exchange Street’ East, 
pport and I m sure the support of Liverpool 2. 


boggles at it. This submarine can carry P w * wnai observations, naming out Any lower 

16 "Polaris" missilcs-thcsc arc about P r . al T . for - ,hc 2 1e,h ? d ?./ >f '£ c Ad . m,r - cvcr -.« « ,mh " 
m i. . ca • u »• . » ally Interview Board; • for the patient, creasingly tc* 

30 feet long, 50 inches diameter and painstaking and completely fair way in view of its o 

have a range of 1,500 miles. It has which it sets about the formidable than ever, tl 

been estimated that these, fitted with task °f discovering which youngsters good enough 

nuclear warheads, have a fire power 16 arc *!J? r, u y of bemg chosen 

... ...... for a course which eventually leads to 

more than equal to the total weight a much-coveted coriimission.” . . 

of bombs dropped by the United In summing up the debate the Civil house were relieved at the beginning | our defence 

States forces in the Pacific area l. 

operations during the Second World 

War. 

Of course, the cost of building the 
George Washington has been enor¬ 
mous, but, when compared with "con¬ 
ventional" ships and arms, the build¬ 
ing of her has been an economic 

proposition. One such ship could do and only 84 from maintained grammar 
more harm to an enemy’s war potential schoo,s - . 

craft operating from several carriers, before it. The problem is really a far 
which would need destroyer escorts, wider one, that of bringing a Naval 
oilers, and so on. career before the eyes of the youth of 

v« ** r ?*■ 

Powered submarine—on the drawing with this end in view that some 150 
board— or, at any rate, only just off it. Headmasters, together with a number 
Throughout our long history the Careers Masters, were invited to a 

*»?! Navy ha, ,h,a„d *. *rvtal gSgSoSjSScS?o'l'jaaS ».t£ 
of this country, and its cost can only meeting, organised jointly by the three 
be regarded as a premium paid to in- Services, was addressed by the Minis- 
sure against possible eventualities. *5 r l * lc ^[8ht Honourable 

We have been called a "Nation of Ha [ oI< ? Watkinson, M.P. A similar 
Cl , , * gathering of headmaster; took place 

Shopkeepers —how wrong can one a few days earlier at Westminster 


craft—the Blackburn N.A.39. She 
The keepers of Hddystonc light-1 could then play a far greater role in 

-I ••• •*•••••••••••© •••V VMM I _ * • • * " ~ • *v*.V — —- -•••••««• 

of I Lord (Mr. C. Ian Orr-Ewing) stressed of January, three weeks late, owing to I am very proud of our country’s 
both the excellent career that awaits !h c continued bad weather. Naval history but I can’t help feeling 

Ofiiccrs in the Royal Navy and the - that we are falling behind other 

fact that we want boys with brains C|7 A or rj pvij A1VIA nations as a Naval power. Our 

and with character from every and Government and Defence chiefs are 

any type of school. He acknowledged 1 ’ more concerned in saving money, than 

that boys from independent schools I building ships, of which we are 

arc at present applying in much desperately short and which arc 

greater numbers. In 1959, for instance.! k'f/ W * absolutely essential to us as an island 

167 applied from independent schools ^ I ^ nation, if we are to survive. 

Yours faithfully. 

G. BARRIE MEREDITH 
18 Attlee Way. 

Ccfr Golan, 

Tredegar. 


SEA BED DRAMA 


Pendant Numbers 
of H.M.S. Zulu 

S IR,—-Thank you for the monthly 
issue of Navy News. 1 find it 
very interesting to read of. "old ships." 
Please let me know when my sub- 
and painted with a golden scroll'and script ion is due. One little question 
the Liver bird in black on a white 1 would like to ask you is this. Can 
black ground. you tell me the Pendant numbers of 

The probable explanation is that the H.M.S. Zulu, sunk on September 14. 
quarterdeck was used for some cere- *942? I was one of the survivors, but 
monial occasion when the "Liverpool" am afraid 1 have forgotten her num- 
was headquarters of Senior Officer *>crs. 0 do believe that they were 
Reserve Fleet, and as the ornamental (»18.) Please let me know if possible, 
brass and copper tampions were in the Yours, 

Naval stores, the wooden painted ones WILFRED SILK, 

were provided to give the quarterdeck Thame Park House, 
a touch of realism. Thame. 


Lieut. Peter John Mcsscry, 

R.N., photographed during the div¬ 
ing operations on a sunken Japanese 
submarine in Singapore Roads and 
for which he was awarded the 
George Medal as reported in 
January’s Navy News. At a depth 
of 42 feet working in complete dark¬ 
ness which, under normal circum¬ 
stances, would have made any diving 
operation highly dangerous, he used 
a flame cufter wilhin inches of tons 
of high explosive to remove six live 
torpedoes from the submarine. 


these meetings many more boys will 
come to learn of the excellent oppor¬ 
tunities the Navy offers. For indeed, 
the Royal Navy today offers a career 
as satisfying and more varied than 


O LORI), Thou art my God. I 
will exalt Thee, I will praise 
Thy name; for Thou hast done 
wonderful things; Thy counsels of 
old are faithfulness and truth. 


IIOYAL NAVY’S DRAFTING FORECAST 


ILM-S. Blackpool, April 12. at Chat- H.M.S. Solcbav, June 8, at Portsmouth. II.M.S. Leopard, August, at Ports- 
ham, for General Service Commis- for General Service Commission, mouth, for General Service Com- 

««n»hc\n C iP S L ° f i> S ? CZ o ( ? 4 Homc/Meditcrrancah (21 months). mission. Homc/South Atlantic and 

months). U.K. Base Port, Ports- U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. South America (24 months). U K 

ii\ic i ■ D , , .. H.M.S. Cavalier, June 24. at Singapore, Base Port, Portsmouth. 

Rulhven. April 28. at for Foreign Service (Far East). H..M.S. Keppcl, August, at Chatham, 

^^ ICC H.M.S. Victorious, June, at Ports- for Home Sea Service. U.K. Base 
Commission. Homc/Arabian Seas mouth, for General Service Com- Port. Portsmouth. 

1U * I* months). UK. mission. Homc/East of Suez (19 HMS. Loch Alvic, August 16 at 

II MS n it rint mon, £ #) - U K - Basc Por| . Ports- Devonport for trials. (Commissions 

wf t5 ? Jndra ’ /> pnl 2 ?: at P*l m . moulh - September 27 for General Service 

H \f S f pL«nIi lg A«^i r o CC /vi r l . Ea r 1 ^’ Prolcclor « Fine, for General Commission) (Homc/Arabian Seas 

Farapd, April 9, at Malta for Service Commission Home/South and Persian Gulf) (18 months). U.K. 

v 'bijPc ^ cr i ,cc ’ \t *> . n VT . c Atlantic and South America (12 Base Port under consideration. 

No. 814 Squadron. May 2. at R.N.A.S. months). H.M.S. Centaur. September. at Ports- 

Culdrosc, for OserscM Service H.M.S. Londonderry, June 28. at mouth for Home Sea Service. (Com- 
farch 1, at Hermes) Cowes for General Service Commis- missions December for General 

for Overseas l andafl, Ma>, at Devonport, sion Home/West Indies (24 months). Service Commission) (Homc/East of 

General Service Commission U.K. Base Pori. Portsmouth. Suez) (22 months). U.K. Base Port. 

larch 1. at n k Port ^cvonnnrt m ° mhS ^ IIM - S * Liwn * car, y June, at Tyne, for Portsmouth. 

». for Over- n\fs’orw#l! M-.v\t P Pncvth General Service Commission Home/ H.J1A Caesar, September, at Rosvtli 
Icrmcs). ° ’ Ma> 3 * al Rosylh for Mediterranean (24 months). U.K. for trials. Commissions November 

8, at Devon- umV M-.v 17 m tw™ Basc Por| . Portsmouth. , for Poraign Service—Far East, 

rice Commis- non foTJrials CommLions^lv ? H Wizard, cnd-Junc. at Chat- «***- early October, at 

rancan) (24 for Home Sea Service General Ser lam ^ or * Commissions end (ortsmoulh for trials. (Commissions 
Pori. Devon- ice Commission March mi Mon Au B»st f,,r Home Sea Service. U.K. January. 1961. for General Service 

HomVlTmomhO U K Port Basc Porl ’ Devonport. Commission Mcd./Homc, 24 

March 8. at Devonport. ’ H \ M - S - Hermes. Commissions June 14 U K ‘ BaSC l>0r1, Ports ' 

icral Service H..M.S. Alert. May 23. at Singapore, !V r G V" eral Service Commission. ,, vfe nt .k . is 

ledi ter rancan) for Foreign Service (Far East) Homc/Mcditerruncan (24 months). f„ r ,al Devonport 

Port, Devon- ILM& Rh>1. May 31. at Portsmouth U K Pori. Portsmouth. ‘, r .. i, °. ns January. 

for trials. Commissions September I H-M& Finfaterre. June 8.at Devonport sion ' Med/Home ’4 mnnih A’Tl'lr' 

..at Glasgow 29 for Home Sea Service until! ‘ ,r Service Commission. I>or.lX'vonm1,! ) ' 

Commission March. 1961. Then General Service Home/Mcditerraneaii (24 months). || »£ Diamond Oelober u Ch it 

jsnsw: rom- hSS: SSK ^ 

'&SS& w An,n , „ p om . ajsss-nsr stsE: 

Sort° n,hS) mission. 'Homc/East ^TsSeflSi Devonpo,!’ U ' mhS| ' U ' K ‘ ^ H Caprice'Oclobc (S 

Gibraltar mon ^ s) ' L K Basc Pon - ''»r,s- l-incoln. July, al Glasgow, for 

at Gibraltar mouth. Foreign Service (Far East) u \t c / M . u H ar tast). 

Si r * ,, ’ NI ’ S * WiMon ’ April - at Portsmouth. H.M S. St. Brides Bay. July, at Singa- fo^FwdM 

k-ikst ^ uk - „ js «sa *s ssui a 

v Se S. i i . . „ M Swordsman, July, at Foreign Service 

a* ar!' 

a. “3 


TRIUMPH COACHES 


GENERAL 

II.M.S. Lynx, February 16, at Ports¬ 
mouth, for General Service Com¬ 
mission (Homc/South America and 


3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 
Phone 20*47 

Operate the tallowing Official Express Service 
for Service Personnel EVERY WEEKEND 

LEEDS .43/6 

BRADFORD .43/6 

HUDDERSFIELD . 40/6 

SHEFFIELD .36/3 

NOTTINGHAM . 31/- 

LEICESTER .26/- 

NORTHAMPTON .21/- 

LIVERPOOL .40/6 

MANCHESTER.36/6 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME. 32/6 

STAFFORD .31/- 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 26/- 

BIRMINGHAM.25/- 

COVENTRY .23/- 

WARWICK .20/- 

BANBURY . 17/6 

OXFORD . 13/- 

PLYMOUTH .26/- 

DRUMBRIDGES . 21/6 

EXETER. If/6 

BRISTOL. 17/6 

SALISBURY . 8 3 

GLOUCESTER.25/- 

SWINDON . |§/- 

CIRENCESTER.21/- 

MARLBOROUGH . 15/- 

READING . II/- 

PORTLAND . 15/- 

From Farcham. 14/- 

LONDON . 12/- 

A II these services *ill toLe the folto#ir>i route 
(or the ccnrcnicncc of Service Personnel: R.A1. 
Borrocks. Ecstney: H.M.S. Vernon: Royal Sailors' 
Home Club. Queen Street: R.tJ. Barracks. 
Unicorn Gate: Stanley Rd. for H.M.S. Excellent: 
H.M.S. Phoenix: R A.O.C., Hiltea Barracks. 
Co sham. Hornes: Town Quay. Fareham. Also 
picking up ot HALS. Ariel at cheaper rote. 

N.B.—To all ships visiting Ports¬ 
mouth: Special facilities to meet 
your particular travelling require¬ 
ments can be organised at short 
notice. 

Write, phone or call 
TRIUMPH COACHES LTD 

3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 
Phone 20947 



Terror 


H.M.S. 

CARRON 


O N January 4, Lord Nuffield paid 
a flying visit to the Naval Base, 
Singapore, to sec for himself the swim¬ 
ming pool that is being constructed at 
the Royal Naval Officers Club. H.M.S. 
Terror. The cost of the pool is being 
borne largely from the Nuffield Trust 
for the Forces of the Crown. In fact 
without the Trust's help the pool 
would not be built at all. 

Lord Nuffield was very pleased to 
see work on the pool so far advanced. 
It is estimated that from the time the 
grant was made to the pool's opening 
in early April will be under six months. 

Lord Nuffield was also shown plans 
for future development in H.M.S. 
Terror when funds become available: 
the open air snack-bar. ladies' and girls’ 
changing rooms and the nine-hole golf 
course, work on which has already 
started. On his way to the Captain’s 
house for a farewell chat he stopped 
by the playing fields and learnt of the 
plan for floodlighting the match soccer 
pitch and minifootball pitch, a new 
gymnasium and bowling alleys. 


Lord Nuffield with the H.M.S. 

Terror crest which was presented to 
him by Capt. Turner 

Capt. Turner. Chairman of the Offi- 
ccrs Club, thanked Lord Nuffield for 
his generosity on behalf of all the 
Naval officers on the station and pre¬ 
sented him with a crest of the esta¬ 
blishment as a memento of his visit. 
A crested photograph album is also 
being sent to him as a record. 


ROTOR BLADES 
DAMAGED IN 
FLIGHT 


TT.M.S. Carron—the name dates 
* * from 1813, and is from the Iron¬ 
works in Stirlingshire where the first 
Carronades were made for the Navy— 
is a destroyer of the , ’C" group com¬ 
prising eight “CA" class, six “CH" 
class and six “CO” class. 

This group of destroyers was of 
emergency war design and they arc 
2.600 tons (full load) displacement 
and 362 ft. long with a beam of nearly 
36 ft. Their complement is 186. 

Carron was laid down on November 
26. 1942. launched March 28. 1944, and 
completed November 6, 1944. The ship 
has been employed with the Dartmouth 
Training Squadron and was modified 
for use as a training ship. 


DISCIPLINE 

r T' HE following definition of 
JL the word ” discipline" 
taught at the Watts Naval 
Training School (Dr.Barnardo's 
Homes) many, many years ago, 
was sent to the Editor recently. 

The word discipline indicates 
a state of affairs, such, that a 
body of men, of all ranks, ages, 
and inclinations, are capable of 
acting together as a combined 
whole. 

For this to be possible, not 
only must there be instant 
obedience to superiors, but also 
mutual reliance between com¬ 
rades, no one doubting that 
officers will lead, or that com¬ 
rades will not lag behind. 


Pilots land helicopters 
safely 

T WO Whirlwind helicopters on a 
training flight from H.M.S. Ariel 11 
at Worthy Down, touched and the 
rotor blades were damaged. 

The two helicopters managed to land 
safely and arc being repaired on the 
spot. 

The pilots were Lieut. P. Williams, 
R.N., and Lieut. G. Cryer, R.N., both 
of R.N. Air Station, Worthy Down. 


Lord Nuffield with Admiral Portlock, Capt. Turner, Capt. McMullen, Mr 

Gray and Mr. Mullincr 


MOTORING NOTES 


IT WILL NEVER HAPPEN TO 


NK seldom reads the daily news- 1 people will likewise tell you that their 

paper these days without reading tyres will take you round impossible 

further tragedies on the roads, corners at equally impossible speeds 

i*cdics indeed most of the acci- in perfect safety. So what happens? 

.s are, arising as they do in most Petty Officer Snowgrass. who has tons 

s from sheer incompetence, usually of money these days, goes off with his 

elated with errors of judgment, chums in a hired modern car fondly 

nge to relate, the average motorist imagining that because he has been 

x seems to be bothered about the driving for a couple of years he knows 

g toll of the road, probably be- all the answers, and under the vain 

c most of them adopt the attitude: impression that the modern car is so 

will never happen to me.” It will, safe that you can’t go wrong. How 

us, unless som^of you change your does he fare? He is belting along at 

ing habits. 50 to 60 m.p.h. when a dog runs across 

ns:i-e nr unvn \rnncMTc the road. Next moment he has put his 
USI S OF ROAD ACCIDENTS brakcs on hai>1 in a panic: he swerves 

nc has heard a lot about the vital at the same time, the car spins round, 
ssity for wider, straight and faster and somersaults across the road prob- 
ls and the emphasis on the con- ably into another car. and for the next 
»n of the roads being the main few weeks he will have time to reflect 
e of accidents. The number of on his incompetence in Haslar. 

Jcnts on the M.l has already Readers may ask what our injured 
•ed this theory to be nonsense, and p clly Officer should have done. Firstly 
owing band of thinking motorists he should have seen the dog before it 
beginning to realise that unless the ran across the road; secondly he 
orisls themselves can be educated, should have sounded his horn: thirdly 
natter what sort of roads are pro- he should have braked normally; but 
d. the accidents will increase and most important of all. he should not 
he more severe as speeds go up. have swerved. In the writer’s expen¬ 
se only education provided for the cncc . a UuU on the horn acts like magic 
age motorist at present is princip- on cals and t | 0 gs. Why not try it vour- 
thc misleading advertising in- sc | VC s? But the way. this is a true story, 
:ed in by the vehicle and component aiuI it is typical of many accidents 
ufacturers. I he car manufacturers w here something quite minor occurs 
hasi/e the bullct-hke performance alu | lhc motorist is quite unable to 
road-holuing attributes of their copo wilh lhc s j llial j on . 


obtaining distilled water. If you have 
a refrigerator in the house, next time 
it is defrosted why not collect the 
water which drips from the coils of the 
freezing unit as the frost thaws out. It 
is. of course, perfectly good distilled 
water. 

A. F. MARSH 


Presentation to 
Matron and Sister 
of Canada House 


COMING HOME ON LEA VEP 
ON YOUR WAY OVERSEAS? 


O N Thursday, January 14. Commo¬ 
dore L. W. L. Arglcs, 1KS.CV. on 
behalf of the Naval Committee of the 
Royal Naval and Royal Marine 
Maternity Home, The Norc (Canada 
House), presented a silver tea pot and 
a cheque to the Matron, Miss I. G. 
Stevens, and the Sister, Miss M. II. 
Ilatlersley, The Welfare Committee, 
Royal Naval Barracks presented them 
with a piano. 

Matron and Sister have been looking 
after the wives of personnel of the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines over 
the past 30 years and no doubt many 
serving and ex-serving men will be 
glad to know that their care and devo¬ 
tion to duty have not gone unrecog¬ 
nised 

Miss Stevens and Miss Hatterslcy 
intend to set up home together and 
they go with the good wishes of the 
Committee and all those who have 
been fortunate enough to have been 
looked after by Canada House. 

At the presentation which took place 
at Canada House. Commodore Arglcs 
was accompanied by Mrs. Arglcs, Cdr. 
Morgan, Lieut.-Cdr. Lidscy and 
several other members of the Com¬ 
mittee 


Wherever you’re going to be. you’ll need a car on arrival. Buy 
a new Hillman. Humber. Sunbeam now from E.M.A. Ltd. Ports¬ 
mouth. If yours is an extended posting, take advantage of our 
special export scheme—you buy at export prices. 

Let E.M.A. make all the arrangements—export formalities, In¬ 
surance. shipping, everything. Call at our showroom or write 
to us to-day—your car can be on its way tomorrow; or waiting 
for you when you dock! Or it can be purchased on the homo 
delivery plan for use in this country before you sail 


HINTS AND TIPS 

Those of you who do your own 
maintenance often have difficulty in 


y .uu iii.d nIIMiicss which 

is so often met. the publishers wrote 
to the writer of the book—a frail lady 
of 78. elderly, yes. but young in heart 
—and she. struck with the story of the 
search, and undoubtedly feeling a trifle 
proud that her book, after 30 years, 
still brought happy memories, sent a 
copy to the man and his wife. 

Now if this was a real fairy story this 
gesture by the writer would have ended 
with the miraculous recovery of the 
man and he and his wife would have 
lived happily ever after, but this is a 
true story and real life is not always as 
kind as in the fairy-tale books. 

The man became progressively more 
seriously ill. but the book, and the most 
wonderfully tender and touching 
letters it has ever been my privilege to 
read, helped that man and his wife, 
strengthened them and comforted 


HILLMAN MINX 

through 

ROOTES OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN 


The first Indian naval vessel to be 
built at Belfast, the anti-submarine 
frigate I.N.S. Trishul. is working up in 
British waters. She is expected at Bom¬ 
bay in May. 


MAIN DEALERS FOR 
HUMBER, HIUJAAN. 
SUNBEAM CARS 

E.M.A. LTD. 
Grove Road South, 
Southsca 
Tel. PORTSMOUTH 
23261 


Gales prevented liberty men from 
returning to H.M.S. Albion on January 
24 and helicopters were used to trans¬ 
fer the men to the ship at Spithead from 
the United Services Football Ground. 


Turkeys ready for curving for the » H.M.S. Victorious sailed from 
Centaur at Sydney. Cook (S.) B. Portsmouth on January 27 for cxcr- 
and P.O. Cook (S.) E. G. Collins cises.-She will return to her home port 

look happy and sjlon February 26. 


ROOTES WORLD-WIDE OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN 


Feb ruary, I960 - -- - NAVY NEWS _-__J 

Lord Nuffield visits H.M.S. SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NA VY No. 51 
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ASK JOHN ENGLISH 


John English will be pleased to answer your queries. A stamped 
addressed envelope will be appreciated . 


Wrens from II.M-S. Condor trekking to the ski slopes in Glen Shee 


Turning—I. App. Zanlc; Sheet-metal they are poised each week-end to 
—1. App. Allen. 12 Perm. Technical answer the call of distress which in- 
—I. App. Green; 2, P.O. App. | cvitably comes through types deciding 
Richardson. St. George’s Prize for the that the Scottish mountains are simple 
best all-round Apprentice—I. C.P.O. to climb. 

App. Wilson; 2, P.O. App. Richard- Gliding still carries on whenever ! 
son * practicable but the sailing club is busy i 

The 12th term gained the Captain's painting and varnishing. The angling 
Sebastian Cup. which is awarded to club dreaming of master game fish, 
the term with the best all-round pro- the golf club polishing up its weapons 


highest aggregate of school, technical 
and Craftsmanship—Petty Officer 
Marling. 

The ski club arc revelling in the 
snow in Glen Shee during the week¬ 
ends and some 30 members in various 
stages of advancement glide grace¬ 
fully (or otherwise) down the slopes. 


at the same time I have the 


away as possible, no matter what your 
preference draft card says. Yet there 
arc the lucky ones in the same branch 
as myself who go to the Reserve Fleet, 
not for eight months as 1 did but from 
anything like 15 months, then they 
pick up a Carrier or some other ship 
doing a refit a few hundred yards 
down the jetty, and they join that for 
another 12 months or so. These are 
the fellows my wife sees day in day 


Northampton R.N.A 
give party for 
126 children 


T HE Northampton Royal Navi 
Association held its Christma 
Children's Party on January 9 and Kf 
children attended and had a gran; 
time. 

Starting at 3 p m. with a conjure 
and followed by singing and a lovci 
tea, the party ended with a cincn- 
show and then Father Christmas aj 
pcared and gave each child a gift. 

These successful affairs are n 
achieved without a lot of hard woC 
and all wdio attended wish to that} 
the organisers. 


j 1 T\ If 1 • pi j Jiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiilllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillilllllll^ 

Condor Ski Club Revelled in Snow Have you a personal problem.. ?\ 


m 

Glen Shee 

PASSING OUT 
PARADE 

(By Our Special Correspondent) 

A S this is being written R.N.A.S. 

Arbroath is shrouded in a mantle 
of wet snow and there is no doubt at 
all that we are back at work after 
our Christmas leave. 

Capt. D. J. Hoarc (new Rear- j — 

Admiral) D.A.M.R., presented the 
prizes at the end of last term, having 
inspected the passing out parade 
earlier. He was introduced by Capt. 

G. W. Tanner, Commanding Oflicer, 
who said: "Capt. Hoarc is not a 
stranger to Arbroath, having served 
twice at the Station. He founded the 
Glencsk training scheme. He has done 
more than any other person to bring \ 
in improved training methods to the 
Fleet Air Arm." 

In his speech Capt. Hoarc said: 

"1 always remember when I was at 
Condor that every breaking-up occa¬ 
sion was a happy one. The Christmas 
one was the happiest of them all. 
possibly because of it being Christmas. _ 

I would like to pose this question to 
you who arc leaving today. At the end 
of the day do you say: 'Well, I am 
pleased with what 1 have done today' 
or do you say: 'Well, I got away with 
that all right?' 

"You. who arc leaving, owe a debt 
of gratitude to your parents and to 
your instructors. Before you go you 
should say Thank you* to your ins¬ 
tructors. It is always a good thing to 
say ‘Thank you*. 

"You owe a debt to that shadowy 
body of the Admiralty for the very 
line set of training establishments. 

And from now on those leaving owe 
everything to themselves. You have 
been taught to discriminate between 
a job well done and a job that is slip¬ 
shod. You must now discriminate for 
yourselves. 

"Most of all I hope in the years 
that lie ahead that when you take 
off your boots at night you will be 
able to say 'Well, 1 am pleased with 
what I have done today*.'* 

I he prize-list for Aircraft Artificer 
Apprentices was:—Admiralty Exami¬ 
nations—8th Term, Basic Aircraft 


Every time I go home on week¬ 
ends or leave J have to try and ex¬ 
plain to my wife the reason why I 
never seem to be drafted to Devon- 
port or a ship in that area. She has 
even gone so far as to tell me my 
children never know me and that she 
has had to be both mother and father 
to them. Also that I must volunteer 
for drafts away from Devonport as 
other ratings always seem to be around 
their homes for long periods at a 


having re-entered after 18 months, 
instead of going straight to sea, the 
normal routine for re-entries you had 
some 22 months Home Shore service 
of which 14 were actually in 
Plymouth. You might well have taken 
your family to Wales lor the seven 
months you were at Harrier. After 
this you did not go to sea but had 
instead that much sought after draft, 
a foreign accompanied billet in Singa¬ 
pore. If you were unable to take 


time. 1 am now in the last 13 months I advantage of it the Navy cannot be 
of my second period anil 1 have only 1 blamed for that! Since then, you have 

had a very normal and fair drafting 
cycle, though obviously it was un¬ 
fortunate from a family point of view 


been stationed at Devonport between 
| seven and eight months in nine years. 
I have been on two ships that called 


vk in for leave periods onlv bringing it I that Home service after Terror was 


to about 10 months in nine years. 

And this is how the drafting has 
gone for me. 

At Devonport after signing on for 


broken up .by the 10 months at 
Collingwood. After your G.S.C., as 
was your due. you had a fairish spell 
in the West Country, right on Devon - 
port's doorstep and you would then 


* b ®“‘ n ? om ! ,s - J t- X \ led 1 nor mill I v have been due for foreign 


ficicncics. In this case this class has and reading Sam Snead, and the 
won this cup four times during their j archery club viewing Robin Hood! 
training at H.M.S. Condor. ] Thc dramatic socicly inlcm | pro . 

The awards for Aircraft Meehani- ducing a modern French play "Anti- 
cians were:—Final Admiralty Exami- gone" by Jean Anouilh as an entry in 
nation Course Herbert Lott Trust the Royal Naval Drama Festival in 
Fund Prize for thc Top Mechanician March. They arc also producing a 
—Petty Oflicer Homden. Prize for thc pantomime in February. 


H.M.S. Harrier in South Wales for 
roughly six months. H.M.S. Terror at 
Singapore for roughly 20 months. To 
H.M.S. Collingwood after Foreign 
Service leave for Electricians* Course 
at Farnham—10 months. On com- 
• pletion of course to H.M.S. Murray 
at Glasgow to await completion of 
building and to commission, then to 
Portland with almost every day at 
sea and large exercises with visits to 
Channel Isles etc., and calling at 
Devonport for leave periods. 

H.M.S. Hogue came next for a 
General Service Commission Med. 
and Home. The Home part included 
12 weeks Icelandic Patrol and a visit 
to Channel Ports and thc Low 
Countries. 

From Hogue to Reserve Fleet. 
Plymouth, for between seven and 
eight months. 

Now I have commissioned my 
present ship again in Scotland in 
which I expect to remain until my 
pension time comes. 


again. It is not the policy to draft 
people foreign if they cannot com¬ 
plete a normal term before their time 
expires, so you have gone to Home 
Sea Service. Again I presume for 
domestic reasons it is not convenient 
to move your family north. 

I am most grateful to you for your 
enquiry, coming as it does towards 
the end of your service, when you 
obviously have no "axe to grind " 
yourself. You will know as an 
Electrical rating that most billets for 
your branch are at sea and this 
applies also to Engineers. Com - 
munications etc. The Admiralty try to 
arrange a fair proportion of shore 
billets for these branches. 

It is always hard for wives to under¬ 
stand the requirements of the Service, 
and many are unwilling to "follow the 
fleet." or ]ust cannot, for financial 
reasons or because of the need lo 
avoid interrupting the education of 
children. 

However drafting is run to a 


••—and hunger, not of the belly kind, that's 
Banished with bacon and beans. 

But the gnawing hunger of lonely men for 
A home and all that it means. 

IAPOUGIES TO THE LATE DAN MeGREW) 

DUE FOR LEAVE SOON? 

FLY IN OR OUT 
MALTA AND GIBRALTAR 

through 

B.A.S. (MALTA) LIMITED 

CASSAR& COOPER 

12 SOUTH STREET, VALETTA, MALTA 

Telephone C.4226 (5 Lines) Cable "Shipissure” 

Agents for B.E.A. and all Independent Companies 

Try our Easy Payment Plan 


I.C.F. 


Wren officers 
retiring 
from service 

D URING F'cbruary two Senior, and 
very well-known. Wren Oflieers 
will be leaving the Service. 

Superintendent NT. A. P. Cook. 
J O.B.E.. joined the W.R.N.S. early in 
1942. She served on thc staff of 
R.A.R.A. and F.O.F.T. and was later 
Senior Wren Officer in charge of the 
: Wren O.T.C. at Greenwich. It was 
j from thc Staff of C.-in-C. Portsmouth 
! that she joined Burghtield as Super¬ 
intendent W.R.N.S. in September. 
1958. She was awarded thc O.B.E. in 
thc Birthday Honours List of 1958. 
Superintendent Cook sails to visit 
relatives in Australia early in March. 

Chief Oflicer W. J. Denham. O.B.E.. 
joined the W.R.N.S. later in 1942. 
| During the war she served in India. 
Ceylon and Aden and has since served 
as Senior W.R.N.S. Oflicer on the 
Staff of A.C.R.. C.-in-C. Portsmouth 
and C.-in-C. Norc. She was awarded 
thc O.B.E. in June. 1959. Chief Officer 
Denham intends to travel abroad later 
this year. 


.. , . , , , definite plan, which is a compromise 

Myself I can quite understand why /, ( ./ MVl . w the requirements of the Ser- 
mv wife should query this especially ; , /f«—w/m /i in the eiul muu ahvavs 
when she secs other fellows staying mi i firs , 

the Devonport area for long periods; „„„/, lime together 

at a time and then if they are drafted possible. The preference stated on a 
it is not long before they seem to be I Ora fling Preference Card is definitely 
hack where they left off. I can myself | ac ,ami On;,- arc 

name fellows who have got less time | r( . r , 0 ; (l/v „„ “loophole* for rackets:' 

1 Ktfr ' ,ays ,n ,hc DcVO "'; Why is it that a Channel Islander 

pon arca> who is on Ration Allowance can't get 

I try to tell her it's the way that three free travelling warrants per year 


to thc Channel Islands and a Scots¬ 
man in thc same circumstances can. to 


that if "they" see you live at Devon- 1 anywhere in Scotland. Taking thc 
port "they" try to put you as far price of thc fare to both places, to go 


to Scotland costs much more from 
Portsmouth. I have already been 
refused on thc strength of a clause in 
pay regulations which is in my opinion 


not for eight months as 1 did hut from controversial. If this is correct then it 


seems to me that a Channel Islander 
is being penalised when he has taken 
advantage of thc Married Quarters 
Scheme. 

The restriction to which you refer 
is obviously intended to exclude those 
ratings who would like a free taunt 
to the Channel Islands—or Eire — 
during their leave and who obviously 
have no ties in these places. 

I agree with you that the clause in 
the Pay Regulations is slightly am¬ 
biguous. What does "normally 
domiciled " mean ? None of us in thc 
Service is ‘ normally domiciled" in thc 
ordinary sense and I for one. if asked 
for any "permanent address"—filling 
up Government forms etc.—always 
quote my parents' address. 

If your parents live in the Channel 
Islands and most of your relatives 
and friends are there it seems only 

u*"»•// Irave 
act 


uv. 


m- 


Terry Keighley, who was horn in Plaistow on April 28. 1938. made her 
fessional stage debut at the Windmill Theatre in April, 1957. A brunettfp C 
with brown eyes, her favourite recreations arc riding, swimming and drivinp^v 
a car. Her vital statistics are 34 in., 24 in., 37 in. 
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man and his ale 


Sharks observe 'gentlemen’s 
agreement’ 

LEOPARD IN 
INDIAN 
OCEAN 


One party spent a day on an unusual 
banyan at near-by Frigate Island, 
where they blew a hole in the reef to 
allow safe entry for the island 
schooners. 

On November 9 the Governor of 
the Seychelles embarked in Leopard 
and the ship set out on a fortnight's 
cruise to enable His Excellency to visit 
some of the many widely scattered 
islands in his domain. These islands, 
many of them so isolated that they 
had not been visited by a warship for 
10 years, had nothing in the way of a 
normal run ashore to offer, but most 
rising with the South African and ratings managed from time to time to 
Portuguese .Varies. The ship's com- jnjoy the bathing from their palm- 
pany soon made themselves at home ‘ringed beaches. In addition, parties 
in the pleasant surroundings of the were landed on most days to study 
Cape Peninsula, and after the long wildlife, including such curiosities 
voyage from England full advantage as the giant tortoise, and to survey the 
was taken of the blessings of the land, beaches and lagoons, the charts of this 
On October 8 Leopard set out on ar ca being sadly out of date. Mean- 
officers have been a new cruise. After a week-end at East while those left on board managed to 
ippointed N r aval Aides-dc-Camp London, the ship arrived at Durban on cat <;h a surprising quantity and variety 
~ - J - October 15, where she was lucky offish. 

enough to spend 12 days. Though the i, was lbu .s a sunburnt ship's com- 
weather was d.sappomung. m all other pany „ bicb relunlcd lMabc „„ 

respects Durban amply lived up to its November 22 after a final visit that 

reputation as one of the sailors fav- monl j nc p ras |i n | s |a n d. where a 

ouritc runs ashore Perhaps the partv ttas , andtd >isi , |hc V allec 

luckiest ratings were the small party de M ai. the only place in the world 

flown upi to spend a fascinating week- whcrc , he coco dc mcr , doub | c 

end in the Hluhluwe Game Reserve. coconut of curious shape, grows 

At any rate, when the shm sailed on naturally. So impressed by this fruit 

r' i • ru’ c nr® *°J . , was General Gordon, when he 

gommandcr-iii-Chicf (Vice-Admiral visitcd i^uin in the 19th century. 

Sir Dwnock Watson. K.C.B.. C.B.E.), , hal hc ,bought the Vallec dc Mai 

> u jd have been hard to hnd a man ronrt bc , be sile of tbc Garden of 

who didn t hope a second visit to Eden. 

Durban might come Leopard's way 

before returning to the United King- Two days were spent among, the 
dom. comparative sophistication of Mahc, 

After a brief call at Diego Suarez a nd then Leopard sailed soutli for 
to fuel. Leopard arrived at Mahc, the Mauritius, whose steep mountains 
capital of the Seychelles group of with their strangely jagged peaks 
islands, on November 5. This beauti- rising from the cancficlds were a 
ful island, with its extraordinarily striking contrast to the low atolls just 
mixed population, is something of a visited. A trip taking the Governor of 
tropical paradise where the usual pests Mauritius to the outlying island of 
like snakes and scorpions arc virtually Rodrigue/, was cut short by bad 
unknown—even sharks seem to ob- weather; but on return to Port Louis 
serve a gentleman's agreement not to wc managed to take advantage of the 
molest the popular beaches. The in- various expeditions ashore, ranging 
habitants spared no effort to entertain from scrambling up the mountains to 
the ship's company, and besides dances walking round a cigarette factory, 
and cricket and football matches, the On December 6 Leopard left 
bathing and water-ski-ing from the Mauritius and arrived back in Simons- 
superb beaches were much enjoyed, town five days later. 


II.M. Submarine Acheron. (Photo: Wright & Logan. Portsmouth) 


ACHERON PAYS VISIT 
AFRICA AND 
KARACHI 

Splendid Christmas at sea 


T HE following 
% 

to The Queen from January 7, in 
succession to the officers stated: 

Capt. D. Campbell. R.N., in succes¬ 
sion to Rear-Admiral W. W. H. Ash. 

Capt. C. P. Coke. D.S.O., R.N., in 
succession to Commodore D. G. 

Goodwin. C.B.E., D.S.C.. R.N. 

Capt. N. W. Fisher. O.B.E., R.N., 
in succession to Capt. T. N. Master- 
man, O.B.E.. R.N. . . 

Capt. M. K. Cavcnagh-Mainwaring,|^lofiv-*r 28. flying the 
D.S.O., R.N., in succession to Com¬ 
modore I. G. Robertson. D.S.O., 
nep* R N 

Capt. E. G. Irving, O.B.E.. R.N.. m 
succession to Capt. D. Sanderson. 

D.S.C., R.N. 

Capt. P. M. B. Chavassc, D.S.CA, 

R.N., in succession to Capt. C. R. L- 
Argles, R.N. 

Capt. N. J. Wagstaff, R.N., in suc- 

A. F. 


(BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT) 

A S it was not preceded by the usual “Buzz," the news that II.M.S. Acheron 
had been nominated for the South African trip came as a surprise. 

However, a few weeks later found her under the command of Lieut T. J. 

Andrews (R.N.). sailing out of Portsmouth harbour into a warm, mid-August 
evening sunshine, with the relieved sighs of the spare crew ringing in our 
cars. Wc whiled away the leisure hours of the first few days at sea, vowing 
total abstinence and calculating how much money wc would save, wc settled 
down to the long voyage to Simonstown. 

With Uckcrs, Crib and Bridge the Pakistan. United States. Iranian, 
tournaments going full swing plus a Turkish and Royal Navies were assem- 
good stock of films and books, life hling to participate in Exercise 
onboard was anything but tedious. Wc "Midlink.” It was here that wc said 
bad embarked a few cockroaches with ‘‘goodbye*’ to Dr. Manik Tulwani, 

the stores before leaving Portsmouth, an Indian geophysicist of Colombia ^.^ 

so P.O. Allen, our second coxswain. University, U.S.A.. who had joined us c^iJn to Rear-Admiral A. 
decided to put them to some good use in Freetown. With a mass of highly T a |bot. D.S.O.V 
and revived the old sport of ‘‘Cock- complicated instruments installed in Capt’. C. B. Brooke. R.N., 
roach Racing." Hie ship’s company the magazine. Dr. Talwani’s work cession to Capt. The Earl ol 
wore encouraged to rouse their latent entailed measuring the force of gravity 

literary prowess in the compilation of at different points over the ocean bed Capt. A. B. Chibnall. R.N. 
a daily newshcct published under the to establish the types of rock under- cession to Capt. A. R. T 
name of ‘‘Safari Special,” later known lying the oceans. To assist him with o.B.E., R.N. 
as the "Mombasa Mail*' and "Karachi his work wc did a series of deep dives Capt. W. L. G. Porter. R.N 
Kouricr" and which provided oppor- at different points from Freetown to cession to Capt. K. H. Smith, O.B.E 
tunity for the many wits to establish a Karachi. R.N. 

reputation—not necessarily compli- Qur in Karachi was alongside 

mentary. „ f , ... H.M.S. Ceylon, who was also taking 

I he hrst port of call for replenish- rt jn lhc cxcrc j S cs, prior to her 
ment was the West African port of rc|urn (c V K Wc wcrc lhus ablc lo 
l-rectown. Sierra Leone, where most of a j V antagc of the welcome facili- 
lhc crew were able to avail themselves , jcs which , hcy p | acc< | at our disposal 
of lhc generous hospitality of the and en j 0 y sonlc unavoidably neglected 
European residents before continuing , rwt> • Banyans" were organised 
on our way .South I he traditional ;, „ lc ship's company, and a boat 
Crowing the Line ceremony pro-1 ^ of „ a |j.. altirc d submariners in- 
vidod an entertaining interlude for both vadetl a , >op<llar sandy beach, arms 
participants and spectators. f„|| „f beer cans and "wedges" to 

Wc arrived at Simonstown in heavy d da) . swimminu. eating, drink- 
weather on September 12 and were , and sk J| arking in gcncra |. There 
weleomed by the press as front page many photographs of both occa- 
news. I he main purpose of our murney. ^ on ’ rcconl * s a lasting reminder 
Exercise Capex, was to provide anti- of our camcI ridcs and snakc charming 
submarine training facilities for the c jf orls 
South African Navy and Air Force. _ * . ... 

the resident R.N. frigates Leopard Exercise Midlink completed, wc 
and Lynx and later the Portuguese departed Karachi on December 4 and 
Navy frigates Nuno Tristao and plodded homeward via Aden, where 
Diego Gomes. The three weeks wc fortified our stock of "rabbits and 
intense operational duties proved to be ibus through the Sue/ Canal to Malta, 
successful in spite of the misfortunes Incidentally, for those who are out of 
that rained on the engine room depart- touch, you may be surprised to note 
ment in what seemed to be an ever- that Bobby, the "New Life Orchestra 
increasing force. We are proud to and other notorious personalities of 
relate that due to the unremitting work ' tb<- % "Gut** have been superceded by 
of the engine room staff, these ‘ Me boxes. Sad days indeed, though 
unfortunate defects did in no way hangovers are still as easy to attain as 
ntir nniT.Tfmu.il .minmifnn*n!\ 1 ever! 


3fa Jflemoriam 

Ewart Swann, Mechanician 2nd 
Class. P/KX.164132, H.M.S. Nar¬ 
whal. Died December 5. 1959. 

Paul Bray, Junior Seaman 1st 
Class. J.982979, HALS. St. Vincent. 
Died December 20. 1959. 

I.co Chin Kwang. Leading Ste¬ 
ward. SN.1163. H.M.S. I error. 
Died December 24. 1959. 

Lieut. M. II. Atkins. Royal Navy, 1 
II.M.S. Heron. Died December 30. 

1959. 

Charles Allan I.ince, Able Sea¬ 
man. P/J.926399. H.M.S. Excellent. 
Died January' 1* I960. 

Midshipman P. H. S. James, 
Royal Navy Reserve. H.MS. 
Totem. Died January’ 3, 1960. 

Cecil Ernest Jelley, B.E.M.. Re¬ 
cruiting Officer* cx-C/M.39618. 
R.N. Recruiting Office, Brighton. 
Died January 5,1960. 

Maurice Colin Gardner. Ord¬ 
nance Artificer 3rd Class. 
P/SM.945834, II.M.S. Victorious. 
Died January' 6. I960. 

David John Marshall. Able Sea¬ 
man. P/J.930912. HALS. Jutland. 
Died January' 8. I960. 

Albert Stanley Nicholas. Able 
Seaman. D/JX.1921I2. 1I.M5. 
Daedalus. Died January 8, I960. 

Frank Roddis Hutchin. Leading 
Electrical Mechanic, P/MX.759060, 
HALS. Pembroke. Died January 9, 

1960. 

Brian Norman Hodge. Able Sea¬ 
man, .C/SSX889791, H.M.S. Pem¬ 
broke. Died January 18, 1960. 

Midshipman A. L Varney* Royal 
Navy. H.M.S. Heron. Died January 

19. 1960. 

Percy William Riding. C.P.O., 
C/JX.747I77, H.M.S. Pembroke. 
Died January 19. I960. 

Lieut. A. W. G. Kemslcy, Royal 
Navy, HAI.S. Heron. Died January 

20. I960. 

Lieut. J. E. S. Munday. Royal 
Navy. HALS. Heron. Died Janu¬ 
ary 20. I960. 

Leslie Victor Meadows Spencer. 
Sick Berth C.P.O. C/MX.51I8I. 
R.N. Hospital, Malta. Died January 
20, 1960. 

Douglas Stanley Henderson. 
Chief Shipwright Artificer. 
P/MX.79319. HALS. Excellent. 
Died January 21, 1960. 

Sur.-Cdr. R. S. P. Hawkins. Royal 
Navy. ILM.S. Vanguard. Died 
January 23. 1960. 

John William MacCullum. Able 
Seaman. P/JX.901620. HALS. Jut¬ 
land. Died January, 23, 1960. 


Whaf he. wanfs. is 

WATNEYS. BftOWN 


Watncys Brown ... the velvet-smooth 
answer to a desert-dry thirst. No wonder 
it*s the most popular brown ale in the 
country! Try a glass yourself. Today. 


is WATNEV& 
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Trincomalce at the end of August. 
Now she is home in Portsmouth, being 
prepared for service in Peruvian 
waters. Between August and her home¬ 
coming many places were visited. 
Djakarta in Indonesia being one of 
the new ones. H.M.S. Alert and 
H.M.S. Ceylon (wearing the Hag of 
C.-in-C. Far East Station) were the first 
Royal Navy ships to visit Indonesia 
for some years, and the reception given 
by the Indonesians was warm and 
friendly. Naturally there was much 
oflicial calling but there was also 
entertainment for the Ship's Com¬ 
panies during the short two day visit, 
as well as a very popular performance 


stadium. 

Another new port of call for H.M.S. 
Ceylon was Subic Bay in the Philippine 
Islands. This is a self contained 
American Naval Base. It is as self con¬ 
tained that it has a town of its own 
called Olongapo inside the base, where 
night clubs abound and to which the 
Ship’s Company quickly made tracks. 
The weather here was not at its best, 
fora day. This was followed by another 
one forming a short distance from 
for a day. t his was followed by ano¬ 
ther one forming a short distance from 
the base and making the weather 
immediately after leaving unpleasant. 

After joining up with Centaur (Flag 


H.M-S. Womlbridgc Haven and two coastal niinsw 

in the Mediterranean 


eepers 


is so much more 


T HE Navy League considers that 
Britain should double the strength 
of the Royal Navy. 

At a meeting on January 18 Admiral 
Sir GcolFrcv Layton said that the 
strength of the Royal Navy was in¬ 
adequate for British responsibilities, 
adding that if the present defence plan 
is carried out the situation will be even 
worse in two years’ time. 


" home 

Bungalows and 
Houses near 

PORTSMOUTH 

with oil-fired central heating 

Write lor detaili and ill unrated brochure to: 

JOHN C. NICHOLLS. FARLINGTON, PORTSMOUTH. Tel. Cosham 70232 


PRICES FROM £2.250 

DEPOSIT 

FROM £| 15 
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SOUTH SEA’S Two MOST 

— POPULAR BALLROOMS — 


On Thursday. January 7. Vice-Admiral R. II. Wright, C.IL, D.S.C.*. the 
Hag Ofliecr Scotland, visited the Royal Naval Air Station. Abbotsinch. It 
was the tirst time that many at Abbotsinch had seen the new post-war full 

dress uniform. 


The inshore flotilla and 
its traditional role 


T HE origin of the name “Inshore Flotilla” is shrouded in the mists of 
Naval History, hut was certainly employed in the Nelson era during the 
struggles at sea with the French. The Inshore Flotilla consisted of frigates 
and larger ships of the line that kept a close eye on the French and Spanish 
ships inside their harbours. Signal repeating ships maintained touch with the 
British line of battleships. The latter were thus able to stand off out of sight 
of the coast and at the same lime achieve the object of the blockade. The name 
of “Inshore Flotilla” did not appear again until 1941 when it was used to 
describe the escort of the Alexandria to Tobruk Ferry. 

I lie Korean War showed how* in- many Mine Countermeasure exercises 
adequate the Algerine and Mickey took place, both national and intcr- 
Moiisc minesweepers were for sweep- national, in Malta waters and through¬ 
out very sensitive magnetic mines and out the Mediterranean. These exercises 
the programme for the building of a achieved considerable success in 
large number of wooden and alu-, fostering the N.A.T.O. spirit among 


minium ’sweepers was initiated. 

In 1952 the Inshore Flotilla 
built 


the United Kingdom. United States, 
Italian. Greek. French and Turkish 


Ceylon’s last commission with 
the Royal Navy 


up at Harwich. It consisted of minesweeping fraternities. 

! ships of the Algerine class, and the new .. ~ „ *>i ,, . . • 

Coastal and Inshore Minesweepers. v ° n P l-l0 . hcr ?? sta, 5,‘ l 
I together with units of minehunters and November issue of Navy News, the 

clearance divers. In the late summer of V vi C 'sc. A {‘t ""V, ,0 n S "W rc - 

S6 the Inshore Flotilla was deployed 1 S '- I M, ' P ', Jartington. 

the Mediterranean at the lime of the Ch -, ° 1 u " chcs "’" a "g 

lv crisis and the ships were fully Cl1 c ", n 'P an >' ."»>> 


SEVENTY THOUSAND MILES 
IN SEVENTEEN MONTHS 

Indonesia visited for first 
time for many years 

(By Our Special Correspondent) 

A S reported briefly in the January issue of Navy Ni:ws. II.M.S. Ceylon has 
been sold to the Peruvian Navy and the following article relates the story 
of the latter part of her last commission with the Royal Navy. 

H.M.S. Ceylon was last reported in I by the C.-in-C’s band in the football 
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AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

Ships’ Company Dances 

whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrier 
OVER 50 SHIPS* DANCES CATERED FOR LAST YEAR 

Wire—Write —or Phone, Portsmouth 32275 

Make your first "Port of Call'* tor Dancing 

The Savoy Ballroom. Radio Band Every Friday 


Officer Aircraft Carriers embarked) a 
last visit was paid to Hong Kong where 
a week passed very quickly. As usual 
Jenny smartened up our Ship’s side 
and gave us a firecracker send off. Our 
paying off pendant was flown for the 
first time here. F.O.2 (Rear-Admiral 
Begg) left us in Hong Kong, trans¬ 
ferring his flag to H.M.S. Centaur. 

Having left Hong Kong we really 
seemed on the way home but there 
was still two whole months to go and 
an exercise in which to participate. 
This exercise was to take place at 
Karachi—a CENTO exercise called 
“Midlink” with ships of the Pakistan. 
Turkish, Iranian. American and Royal 
Navies. On the way to Karachi. 
Singapore. Penang and an island called 
Pulau Lankawi were our stops. 

At the latter place we had an 
appendicitis case on board and had 
to dash back to Penang to land the 
unfortunate patient, who soon 
recovered and rejoined as later at 
Aden. This meant leaving a few men 
still ashore on the small island, they 
must have had a shock when they 
found the ship gone! However they 
were recovered later in the day. 
Seventeen days were spent in Kara¬ 
chi during which we went to sea for a 
few days each week for exercises. The 
last departure saw us on our way to 
Aden where we stopped for one day 
for fuel and Christmas shopping. The 
passage up the Red Sea following this 
gave us our last views of the sun and 
our last few days of wearing white 
rip. 

We passed through the canal on 
December 8 and arrived in Portsmouth 
on December 18 having- fuelled off 
Malta and stopped at Gibraltar for a 
few hours. 

So ended the last commission of 
H.M.S. Ceylon. 

During seventeen months abroad she 
steamed 70,000' miles. Looking back 
through the earlier reports printed in 
Navy News it would seem that we 
have worked hard this commission 
taking part in three major exercises 
and several minor ones* We have es¬ 
corted the Duke of Edinburgh into 
Singapore and paraded a guard for 
him in Hong Kong. We have carried 
soldiers about the Persian Gulf area 
after the end of the Jordan crisis and 
have had King Hussein on board. We 
have been to Korea and Japan. 
Vietnam and Indonesia, India and 
Pakistan. We have also played hard 
and the sports results show that we 
have had a good measure of success, 
including a victory in the regatta at 
Cochin. 

The Ship’s Company, for many of 
whom it was the first foreign 
commission, have visited many coun¬ 
tries and places and mixed with many 
nationalities. No doubt Hong Kong 
and Yokohama will be remembered as 
the high-lights. We have not been able 
to go to all the places that we would 
have liked particularly Australia, how¬ 
ever. those who have not been to the 
East before cannot really complain 
about lack of scenery and sunshine. 
Everywhere to them was new, and 
everywhere has produced crops of 
photographs and rabbits. 

The ship was laid down in 1940 at 
Alexander Stevens Yard at Govan, and 
was launched in 1942 by Lady Dorothy 
Macmillan, the present Prime Mini¬ 
ster’s wife, who was also present at 
our commissioning service. First 
commissioned in 1943. Ceylon has 
spent virtually all her service East of 
Suez. During the 1939-1945 War. her 
service was with the Pacific Fleet and 
she served there again during the 
Korean War. landing, the first British 

troops at Pusan in 1950. 

D. A. B. 


Mine 
addition 


to patrol and 


1956 
to 

Sue/ 

occupied on 
operations in 
escort duties. 

The 108th Minesweeping squadron 
had for the previous 18 months been 
based on Malta, carrying out mine¬ 
sweeping exercise and operating anti- 
gun-running patrols off the Cyprus 
coast. On the completion of the Sue/ 
operation the 105th M.S.S. returned to 
Reserve in the U.K. and the 104th and 
1 08 th squadrons became known as the 
Inshore Flotilla with Wood bridge 
Haven as their support ship. For the 
next 18 months extensive patrols were 
carried out in Cyprus, and in addition 


eounicrmcisiiro Woodblil| Bc Haven and arrived at 
countermeasure i Singapore on November 30 having 

visited Aden. Bombay and Colombo 

cn route. Woolaston and Maryton, 

undergoing refit at the time of the 

move, followed two weeks later to 

bring the ’’Blaekfoot” Squadron up to 

full strength. 

Today the Inshore Flotilla is based 
on Singapore and in the Far East its 
duties will be niinesweeping patrols 
and flag showing in the forward areas. 
Once more it will he fulfilling its tra¬ 
ditional role of inshore Naval opera¬ 
tions far away from the Fleet’s main 
base. 


NAVY LEAGUE CALLS FOR 
MORE SHIPS 


Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Evans- 
Lombe said that the requirements 
were: (Da steady building programme 
of eight frigates and three or four con¬ 
ventional submarines a year. (2) a sister 
ship for the commando carrier Bul¬ 
wark. (3) replacement of the existing 
amphibious vessels. (4) a new nuclear 
submarine to be laid down without 
waiting for the Dreadnought to com¬ 
plete her trials, and (5) four further 
guided missile destroyers to follow the 
County class. 


NEW FULL DRESS 



WILLERBYS 


Ftbnwo’. tf6i 


NAVY NEWS 


NEPTUNE'S 

SCRAPBOOK 


Rear-Admiral R. T. Sandars, C.B., 
has been promoted to Vice-Admiral to 
date January 29. The following retire¬ 
ments were announced to take effect 
from the same date: Vice-Admiral Sir 
John G. T. lnglis. K.B.E., C.B., and 
Rear-Admiral G. C. de Jersey, C.B. 

Rear-Admiral F. R. Twiss, D.S.C., 
has been appointed Naval Secretary to 
the hirst Lord of the Admiralty in suc¬ 
cession to Rear-Admiral J. G. Hamil¬ 
ton, C.B.E.. the appointment to take 
effect in April. I960. 

Rear-Admiral R. A. Ewing, C.B., 
D.S.C., has been appointed Admiral 
Commanding Reserves and Inspector 
of Recruiting in succession to Vice- 
Admiral W. K. Edden. K.B.E.. C.B.. to 
take effect in April. Since June. 1958, 
Admiral Ewing has been Flag Officer, 
Flotillas (Mediterranean). 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Arthur 
Power, who commanded the Ark Royal 
during the last war and was Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Portsmouth, from 
1950 to 1952. died in R.N. Hospital 
Haslar, on January 28, aged 70. 

Messrs. Vickcrs-Armstrongs Ltd. an¬ 
nounce that the Canadian Pacific's new¬ 
est and largest While Empress liner, 
which is being built at the Naval Yard, 
Walker. Newcastle upon Tyne will be 
launched on May 10 by Mrs. John G. 
Ficfcnhukcr. wife of Canada's Prime 
Minister, and the ship will be named 
Empress of Canada. 

The new ship is 650 feet long, with 
breadth of 86.6 feet and will carry 
1,060 passengers at a service speed of 
20 knots. 

Cdr. C. L. A. Woollard. R.N., 
F.R.G-S., the author of “With the 
Harwich Naval Forces. 1914-1918" and 
“The Exploits of II.M.S. Undaunted," 
is now compiling the history of the 
eight other vessels who have borne the 
name “Undaunted." He would wel¬ 
come narratives and the loan of photo¬ 
graphs. log books, etc., from officers 
and ratings who have served in any 
Undaunted prior to 1914 or after 1940. 
Manuscripts should be sent to him at 
“Even Keel." I.illiput, Poole, Dorset. 

Rear-Admiral K. R. Buckley has 
been appointed President of the Naval 
Aircraft and Marine Examination 
Board. He will continue as Chief Naval 
Electrical Officer of the Navy. 


Captain J. C. L. Anderson. V.R.D. 
and Clasp, B.A., LL.B., R.N.R., has 
been appointed a Royal Naval Reserve 
Aidc-dc-Camp to the Queen, to date 
December 31, 1959, in succession to 
Captain W. D. Thorburn, V.R.D. and 
Clasp, R.N.R. 

Cdr. M. Petrie, R.N., with Lieut. 
R. D. McCulloch, R.N., made the 
1,500-mile journey from R.N. Air 
Station. Hal Far, Malta, to R.N. Air 
Station. Yeovilton. in a Sea Vixen air¬ 
craft in two hours 12 minutes. 

Cdr. P. A. Titheridge, R.N.R., has 
been awarded the Volunteer Reserve 
Decoration. Cdr. Titheridge has been 
in command of the Headquarters Unit 
(R.N.R.), Portsmouth, since it was 
created nearly two years ago. 

H.M.S. Puma sailed from Ports¬ 
mouth on January 25 to begin a com¬ 
mission. expected to last one year, on 
the South African Station. 

H.M.S. Armada left Portsmouth for 
duty in northern waters on January 18. 

II.M.S. Sultan gave a children's party 
on January' 16 and. in addition to about 
120 children of men serving in the 
establishment. 30 children from the 
National Children's Home, Alverstoke. 
were guests. 

H.M.S. Diligence, which looks after 
coastal and inshore minesweepers at 
Hythc, will be turned over to civilian 
contractors from April 1. 

Mr. Nevil Shutc, the author and a 
war-time R.N.V.R. officer, died in Mel¬ 
bourne on January 12. 

The 11,000-ton Norwegian tanker 
Gunn and the American cargo ship 
Santa Alicia. 6.000 tons, were locked 
together for about six hours when they’ 
collided in Spithcad on January 25. 

The Portsmouth branch of King 
George's Fund for Sailors raised about 
£250 for the Fund when it organized a 
Hall which took place at Portsmouth 
Oil January 14. 

The yacht Bluebottle, presented to 
the Queen and the Duke of Hdinhurgh 
as a wedding present by the Island 
Sailing Club, of Cowes, and which won 
an Olympic bronze medal for Britain 
in 1956, will not be entered for the next 
Olympic sailings. 


MISS AGNES WESTON’S 

ROYAL SAILORS’RESTS 


at DEVONPORT—(new Rest just opened in Albert Road) 
PORTSMOUTH—(Edinburgh Road) and LONDONDERRY—(Foyle Street) 
provide comfortable accommodation, modern restaurants, TV 
and games rooms, and many other amenities. 

See "ASHORE AND AfLOAT" for details of Christian fclfotnhips. 

Small flats in Agnes Weston House, Southsca, become available occasionally — 
Write: Head Office, 31 Western Parade, Southsca. for details. 


A.M.P. SOCIETY 

FOR LIFE AND ENDOWMENT ASSURANCE WITH 

LOW PREMIUMS— GOOD BONUSES 
LIBERAL CONDITIONS 

Naval Personnel normally accepted with War and Service risks covered 

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY 
Head Office tor the UNITED KINGDOM 
73-76 KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON. E.C.4 

Assets £400,000,000 

For service in the Portsmouth area contact Mr. W. D. Stcyn, J74 London Road. 
PORTSMOUTH. Hants. Telephone No. Portimouth 60SSI 


^ « « 0 ^« . 0 « ■ ^ 0 I I.N1.S. Girdle Ness in Grand 

Guided missile trials ship m ""T M " la 

purchased. At Milos, groups of search 
i.L « l\yf a parties endeavoured to find the real 

the Mediterranean venus dc mu©, but no successful 

attempts were reported. 

(By our Special Correspondent) Several more firings took place in 

the month of October and a combined 

I T Ls well over six months since II.M.S. Girdle Ness left Plymouth for a Local operational exercise with Victorious 
F’Orcign Service Commission based on Malta and it is high time that her was the high-light of November, 
activities were reported in “Navy News." December found us having our 

Let's go back to April 28 last year, I with the Pope. Istanbul left another periodic maintenance at Malta and 
the day of the ship’s commissioning favourable impression on our minds, there were the usual Christmas festiv- 
undcr the command of Capt. A. M. Here, visits to the famous mosques itics. Shipps company dances, child- 
Lewis, Royal Navy. From that date and ancient bazaars were in most ren’s parties and so on made the 
until mid-June wc were all immersed in favour. Turkish towelling ranked high season a hectic but very enjoyable 
the business of working up. settling among the most popular gifts being one.—M. M. 

down and familiarising ourselves with-- 

the intricacies of this Guided Missile r- 
Trials ship. 

Girdle Ness, built by the Burrard A I I da 

Dry Dock Co. Ltd., of North Van- | a Pg 

couvcr. B.C., was launched in 1944. She 

was originally a Landing Craft Main- p-^ r-*% r— ■ i 

tcnancc ship and was converted for her I J I^C ■ ^ ^ I I I J I—* \ ArS* / 

present duties at Devonport Dockyard 
between 1953-56. 

Our departure from Plymouth saw He i \ 

the ship’s company fallen in for Icav- 1 1 % jj \ 

ing harbour amidst brand-new 1959 ^ 

cars (uncovered for the occasion, of I—I fj W ' IVt K / 

course). The explanation was that * A. 1— W / •/ 

many had taken advantage of the re- &C | VtL lj* V 1 

duction in prices of new cars if being I t ' l 

exported to another country. No pur- ^ /I 

chase tax to pay, IK^JSSm 9 *^ ( ! 

An uneventful trip to Gibraltar, _ I 

where wc remained for six days to * ; 

paint ship: even “boffins" have to _ W / "T -_ j 

buckle down to it sometimes. Thence / f / \ 

on to Malta, where wc arrived on June ■ "~ V | J■ V| j. ‘fi;/ ■ ? I 

3°. •/ K plfvf / 

On arrival there was a rush of J/S' You’ll enjoy your shore £•§/ -I 9 I 

married men flocking ashore to find . ... . . . i rj Ml 

accommodation for their wives and lease all the more when you know you rc . / 

families. Hard tales were told of the well dressed. Suits, coats, snorts clothes. IHc A I 


ALL 

DRESSED UP 
FOR 


On arrival there was a rush of w You’ll enjoy your shore I 

married men flocking ashore to find . ... . , 

accommodation for their w ives and iea\e all the more when you know you rc 

families. Hard tales were told of the well dressed. Suits, coats, sports clothes, 

and d ?he tcTof su,.'!hlc r ^cm,Vs"for uniforms-from Willcrbys. all arc first class. PJ 
habitation. Not, 1 am sorry to sav. And you can pay by allotment if you wish. /#. 

SS5K <>"' mi 

where married quarters are concerned, visit the Fleet at ports of call at home am! /h 

ihoueti there arc signs of improvement. pverseas . If youd like to know more 
The first families started to arrive . ...... . 

on July 2 and from then on it was till “ h <"" " '"erbys. sec either Mr. Cullndye, 

cars to the broadcast and notice boards or Mr. Dunk in. when next he visits 

v nf flii* t itfttr.* fanvilv I \\ * 


though there arc signs of improvement. ovcrscos _ jfyoudlike to know more 
The first families started to arrive ...... . .. . 

on July 2 and from then on it was all " ‘"erbys, sec cither Mr. Cullndye, 

ears to the broadcast and notice boards or Mr. Dunkin. when next he visits 
for any news of the future family ; .»,#.# . ... .. . , 

passages. A steady stream was arriving >°" r establishment. Alternatively , drop 

every week and at the time of writing us a line, or call in at any of our branches. 

: I Ve Ml be Pleased, ale, yon have a folder 


At your service . . . 

(UFTISS 

X * SONS.LT?> 


every week ana at me time oi writing us a tine, or can in at anv oj our ttranenes. 

nearly all families (approximately 200); , , v j/;a // be pleased to let you ha vc a fo(,lc 
are united and settling down to quite 

a different mode of life to that back giving details of WMcrhys special service 

home. /i;r men in the navy. 

During this time the ship had not ; 
been idle. The job of Girdle Ness 
is to test and cam out trials of the . 
navy's guided missile, the Scaslug. y U L4 y wl 
in preparation for use on the future 

' h "’ !Ko! ”' the best clothes 

However, it’s not all work and no X 11 X 

play. Towards the end of September. O | QJ | 

wc had our first cruise, which took us 
to Naples. Istanbul and the Greek 
island of Milos. To say the least, 

Naples provided an enjoyable time, 
with organised sightseeing trips to 
such places as Capri and Pompeii, and ; 
a number of the ship’s company spent ! 
a day in Rome and had an audience I 


REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 


Cdr. T. Handley. R.N.. who was in | 
II.M.S. Centaur in the Australian Bight, 


and pay by allotment if you wish 

28-30 Oxford Stroct. London. W.1 


82 Royal Parade. Plymouth 


PACKING FOR SHIPMENT 


Icicphonc: 


13 Clarendon Road, Southsea 21515 


on Monday, January 4. was flown ; vn Commercial Road. Portsmouth 
home to see his father, who was 5 London Road. North End. Portsmouth 
j seriously ill. His plane was due at 228 High street, Chatham 
! London on January 8. but due to fog I 20 Above Bar. Southampton 
1 at Rome he did not arrive until Janu- i 
• ary 9. 1 - ^ branches throughout Britain. 


Gordon Street. Glasgow 
12 North Bridge, Edinburgh 
52 Commercial Street, Dundc*« 
20 High Stroot. Belfast 
12 Main Street. Gibraltar 
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Cavendish at 
Massawa 

A 21 gun national salute anti a 21 
gun Royal salute to the Emperor 
of Ethiopia was fired by the destroyer 
Cavendish when she arrived at Mas¬ 
sawa for a graduation ceremony at 
t h e Imperial Ethiopian Naval 
Academy there on January 21. 

H.M.S. Cavendish afterwards en¬ 
tered the harbour to occupy a berth 
looking directly on to the town of 
Massawa and within sight of the 
Emperor's summer Palace, where his 
Royal Standard is flying. 

The timing of the arrival ceremony 
was controlled by two ratings of the 
Cavendish who sounded the necessary 
calls on silver bugles that once 
belonged to the old cruiser Devonshire. 

A formal call was made by the 
Commanding Oflicer of the Cavendish. 
Capt. A. R. E. Evans. R.N.. on Crown 
Prince Dcsta. Deputy Commander-in- 
Chief of the Ethiopian Navy, who 
received his training in Britain at the 
Britannia Royal Naval College. Dart¬ 
mouth. 

Officers and men from the Caven¬ 
dish attended the graduation ceremony 
at the Naval Academy. 


PUNCH LOOKS AT THE TIGER 

Representing the ultimate 

(Reproduced by per mi ssion of Punch) 


SPRING CRUISE 
FOR CADETS 


T 


11 REE frigates of the Dartmouth 
Training Squadron left Plymouth 
on F ebruary 1 with 160 cadets and mid¬ 
shipmen from the Britannia Royal 
Naval College. Dartmouth, and young 
Royal Marine officers for their spring 
cruise to the West Indies. This will be 
the first time the Dartmouth Training 
Squadron has visited the West Indies. 

The three ships arc the frigates 
Venus. Urchin and Vigilant. They will 
return to Dartmouth on April 7. The 
squadron will stay three days at Gib¬ 
raltar on the way to the Cape Verde 
Islands and will reach Bridgetown 
(Barbados) on February 21. 


u f^OOD evening. Chief!” 

VJTThc wisest plan on this cruiser— 
in this criuscr—is to call anyone Chief 
who is not flagrantly a lieutenant- 
commander, as most of them arc. Of 
course, there must be scores of lieuten¬ 
ants—26 in fact are listed, including a 
Lieutenant (SD) (G) (G) and a Lieuten¬ 
ant (SI)) (G) (g) which gives an idea 
of the lengths to which specialisation 
has gone*—but one does not sec them 
about so much. Perhaps they arc 
working. Lieutenant-commanders and 
chiefs have naturally reached an age 
and rank at which they. . . . 

“Sorry to bother you. Lieutenant- 
Commander. when you must be busy, 
but the fact is I’m looking for my 
cabin, which ought to be up two 
ladders and along, whereas the only 
ladders 1 can find go down and then 
out. There was a wicker wastepaper 
basket outside it and a notice saying 
‘Electrical Space*. . . . Oh, 1 see. 
'Thank you." 

There is no need to be ashamed of a 
momentary loss * of one’s sense of 
direction in this ship. Her hull was 
laid down at the end of the last war. 
and for over 13 years experts of one 
kind or another (gunnery, radar, elec¬ 
trical. radio, engineering, anti-atomic, 
cooking, laundering, sixpcncc-in-thc- 
slol and just plain designers of lumps 
of metal) have been thinking up 
things to put in her. The result is she 
is now full. Indeed, she is brimming. 
When they had filled her up to main- 
deck level there was still such a pile of 
stulT to be got in that Messrs. John 
Brown had to build on a whole series 


•To five an idea of the length* 10 which 
*pcdali*aiion ha* not none, the dotic* of Lieu I. 
tsi» (G> (C.) include I ire Control. Photography 
and Recognition. He i* 4 U 0 QO (IP) Divisional 
Officer and Wardroom Mineral Caterer. • 


When one has an account with 
Bernards one can afford to smile 

For Bernards can 
provide for practically 
every requirement of 
the Serviceman and 
his family, offering the 
facilities of a large 
departmental store to¬ 
gether with a truly 
personal service 
through conveniently 
situated branches and 
widely travelling representatives. 

The Bernard departments include Uniform and 
Civilian Tailoring and Outfitting, Sports Wear and 
Equipment, Fancy Goods, Toys and Games, 
Cameras and Cycles, Radio, Television, Record 
Players, Tape Recorders and Electrical Appliances, 
Furniture, Nursery Furniture and Baby Carriages, 
Cutlery, Watches and Jewellery, Rings, Lingerie 
and a Gift Service for Chocolates, Biscuits and 
Flowers. 

Full particulars of the Bernard Service arc 
available on request at a Branch or through Head 
Office. 

A Credit Account may be opened for settlement 
by Banker’s Order or Admiralty Allotment and 
purchases may be made through any Bernard 
Branch or Head Office. No claim is made on the 
estate of a customer in the event of a death. 

Have YOUR account with Bernards for You 
Really Do Buy Better at Bernards. 

C. H. Bernard & Sons ltd. 

8 Queen Street Portsmouth, Hants 

Telephone 23535 

Hranehe% at: Chatham. Det import. Falmouth. Milford llaien. Weymouth. Portlarut 
Deal. Hurnith. Grimiby. Skeg ness, Dunfermline, Helensburgh. Londonderry Gibraltar. 
Valletta and SUerrut. Malta: also at lumiemouth, Arbroath, Ablrotunch. Kete. /bandy 

Culdroie, Worthy Donn and at /I.M.S. Dolphin. 

Head omcc: ANGLIA HOUSE, HARWICH, ESSEX 

Telephone 880 Members INTA 


of extra decks, towers, blockhouses, 
outhouses and other obstructions, 
with the result that there is no place 
on board where one can stand off and 
see the ship as a whole. It is useless to 
pop out into the open air with the idea 
of getting port and starboard sorted 
out. as one can do on an aircraft 
carrier, for instance, because as likely 
as not you will find yourself in a kind 
of metal cul-de-sac and nowhere to 
go but up a ladder leading to a small 
deck let from w hich the only exit is a 
narrow doorway—and there you arc 
inside again, with 350 electric cables 
swarming along just overhead and a 
fat, jolly-looking man entirely filling 
| the remaining. . . . 

"Good morning. Chief! I suppose 
you haven't seen Commander (S). who 
is in charge of records and pay. writes 
50 letters a day. serves 2.000 cooked 
meals, keeps 300 different kinds of 
clothing in store plus 200.000 items of 
equipment and spares, each one of 
which must be readily available?" 

Among the many kindnesses shown 
to her visitors by H.M.S. Tiger was 
the provision of a brochure on the 
equipment and running of the ship, 
quotations from which may from time 
to time slip into this account. One 
thing the brochure makes clear is that 
Commander (S) is far too busy a man 
to have found time to write it himself. 

LAST OF THE GUN SHIPS 

H.M.S. Tiger, together with her 
sister ships Lion and Blake, now build¬ 
ing. is likely, they say. to be the last 
of the gun-ships. Guided missiles arc 
now’ the thing. If so. the two twin six- 
inch and three twin three-inch turrets 
represent the last of the long line of 
naval cannon that reaches back (effec¬ 
tively) to Henry VIII and the Great 
Harry—-or. if you prefer it, to the 
same king’s Tiger, first recorded ship 
of that name, built at Deptford in 
1546—they arc not unworthy of the 
honour. Gunners of the last war who 
humped three-inch A.A. ammunition 
about will remember that a round of 
that calibre is not exactly a feather¬ 
weight. The Tiger’s three-inch guns 
hurl these trifles out at a rate of 120 
rounds a minute, which (apart from 
the really beautiful fully automatic 
load-ram-firc-cjcct system) represents 
quite a problem of continuous sup¬ 
ply when it is remembered that some¬ 
where along the line the hustling 
rounds must be transferred from static 
racks into a turret traversing at the 
high speeds necessary to cope with 
modern aircraft. Even more impres¬ 
sive arc the six-inch guns, also dual- 
purpose. which combine an astonish¬ 
ingly high rate of fire with a whippi- 
ncss altogether out of place in such 
massive affairs. Normally, each of the 
five gun turrets has its, own separate 
fire-control system, trains and engages 
by automatic radar control, and is 
actually fired by a man sitting far off 
in what looks like the inside of a 240- 
inch television set. with a bank of 
buttons, switches and red and green 
bulbs in front of him. "H.M.S. Tiger." 
says the brochure, with some reason, 
“represents the ultimate in conven¬ 
tional gun-armed cruisers." 

Her aerial array is as fine a collec¬ 
tion of dustbin lids, bedstead knobs 
and parallel bars as you could wish to 
see. and makes an interesting compari¬ 
son with the top-hamper of the 
Victory, clearly visible from Pitch 
House Jetty where the Tiger is (or 
was) lying. It seems to have been the 
fate of warships for centuries to carry 
lofty accumulations of vital equipment 
simply asking to be shot away. But 
what is the poor naval designer to do? 
He can hardly expect the Captain to 
be satisfied with indoor aerials when 
even the housewives of Battersea re¬ 
gard them as falling short of opera¬ 
tional requirements. 

QUIVERING DIALS 

And talking of design, one can’t 
spend two minutes in the forward 
engine-room without reflecting what a 
| moment that must be. at the drawing- 
, board stage, when somebody says: 
i "That’s it! That’s the way it ought to 
go." Standing amidst this orderly, re¬ 
markably clean, not unpleasantly 
warm confusion, one can sec that the 
turbines had to go here and here, and 
that in consequence the generators (if 
that is what they are) must be there 
and there, while banks of quivering 
dials would naturally be wanted there, 
there, there and there. This leaves the 
corners free for inexplicable pieces of 
machinery, hissing quietly to thevi- 
sclvcs, which perhaps heat the Cap¬ 


Top hamper of Victory 


tain’s bath-water. But all those lagged 
pipes, as thick as beech-boles! Who 
made the final decision that this one. 
three foot across if it is an inch, should 
make a sudden turn to port on meeting 
another bigger than itself, swerve up¬ 
wards to avoid a couple no thicker 
than anacondas, cling momentarily to 
the ceiling and then disappear with a 
convulsive writhe behind a rough copy 
of the Laocodn executed by Henry 
Moore? Suppose, instead, that these 
four here had been lashed together 
and taken straight along behind the 
one that . . . No. because in that case, 
the pipe that comes out of the ... Or 


you could shift the starboard turbines 
a couple of feet. . . . 

Commander (E), a powerful and 
likeable personality in a spotless white 
silk shirt, came over and roared into 
our ears that if there was anything wc 
wanted to know wc bad only to ask. 
"About these pipes." 1 shouted. “If 
you were to perm those six. . . ." But 
some minor hitch had arisen in the 
boiler-room, and he had to go. 

The question whether H.M.S. Tiger 
would be any actual use in a nuclear 
war is not of any great importance. If 
the point is ever settled, who will be 
around to care? 

H. F. ELLIS 


Some of the aerial array of Tiger 


H.M.S. Tiger, floodlit in Grand Harbour, Malta, on Christmas t*/e 




H.M.S. MOUNTS BAY EXPLORES THE 



over small groups of people only for 
so long as they could impose their 
will upon them. Succession and rule 
were matters of challenge. Small wars 
between villages and groups were 
frequent, and head - hunting and 
cannibalism were accepted customs. 
Against this background. Auki govern- 
^ ment station, and the missions, have 
j remained unburned and unconquered, 
and some confidence in the white 
man and sonic form of government 
have been achieved. 

'Hie skipper of the Government 
launch in which we passed down the 
lagoons did it all entirely on local 
knowledge. The reefs were overgrown 
i with .mangrove, and on many of them 
I the Malaita salt-watermen had built 
I their villages. These had been con- 
1 structcd on the actual reefs, which 
had been built up with boulders, 
establishment of The legend is that they took to 
s. still the reefs *to escape the fiercer bush- 
. ' men. The launch stopped at one of 

imagined such these small villages and we all had a 
and | chance to walk around it. It was most 
interesting to witness the way of life 
of these salt-watermen. The men 
could be seen olf-shorc diving out of 


H M-S. MOUNTS BAY sailed from Hong Kong on August 5, 1959 

• the commencement of her cruise around Pacific Islands, and to Australia. 
Between this date and October 12. when she returned to Singapore, the ship 
visited Hollandia in New Guinea. Manus in the Admiralty Islands, Rabaul 
in New Britain, the Solomon and New Hebrides Islands, Noumea in New 
Caledonia, Sydney and Cairns in Australia, and Dili in Portuguese Timor. 
Her ship's company mixed with Dutch. French. Portuguese, Australians and 
Englishmen, besides the various native races encountered. 

All these places were intensely The subsequent 
interesting and wonderful fun to visit, extensive American base camp 
In each place officers and men alike further confused them, for they had 
were royally entertained, as at Santo, never before seen or i 
our first call in the New Hebrides vast quantities of shipping ; 
Islands. Here about a hundred of us, supplies, or such concentrations of 
were treated to a barbecue at which men and vehicles. In consequence, 
two bullocks were slain, and five after the war. a period of bewildcr- 

suckling pigs were cooked Tahitian ment set in. and the islanders have 

style in the ground. Other foods and suffered considerable difficulty in re¬ 
drink were unlimited. Entertainment adjusting themselves to the peace-time 
was no less lavish in the British conditions of a remote island in the 
Solomon Islands. I have chosen to Pacific. This phase appeared to us to 
write more fully about this particular have passed, leaving behind it only a 
visit because here was the only healthy desire for progress. Honiara 
entirely British Colony that we visited, itself is now served by roads built by 
Due to the war. its remoteness, and the American forces, and a lot of the 
to its lack of riches both agricultural buildings themselves were obviously 
and mineral, it was also the most built during the war. It is not sur- 

undcvclopcd area visited. This is prising therefore that at the end of 

probably why it seemed to me to be the war with these recent develop- 
the most interesting. ments in evidence that the capital 

The ship arrived in Gizo, our first was moved from Tulagi to Honiara, 
island in the group, on August 25. There are now only two sights other 
Entering this harbour one sees one than the War Memorial to remind one 
of the finest sights imaginable. Apart of the Guadalcanal campaigns—one 
from the waving coconut palms and is a crashed aircraft, and the other is 
the green beauty of the island, the the wreck of the Yamazuki Maru, a 
azure blue channel is clearly marked Japanese freighter. (Ironically enough 
by the light green coral reefs on it is the Japanese scrap merchants 
cither sid^. It was blowing quite haul who have cleaned up the beaches and 
outside the harbour, and the picture islands of the Pacific.) 
was enhanced by the rollers bursting On this and on our subsequent visit 
on to the reefs, and perfected by the to Honiara, we were asked to lunches 
warship proudly lying at anchor, and dinners, and a dance was given 
Shortly after this His Excellency the for us at the Guadalcanal club. Most 
Acting High Commissioner of the of us were taken sightseeing in private 
Western Pacific came on board, to a cars. There was a bus tour, and the 
rolling 17-gun salute, which brought ship played soccer, cricket and rugger 
even more of the Melanesian natives against European and native teams, 
down to the shore to stare. Tennis and golf were also played, and 

The following morning a large some of the sailors privately arranged 
swimming party went ashore (with their own snooker and darts matches. 


finally left Honiara the following 
evening for her last two visits in the 
Solomon Islands. 


Mivsion school girls at Tulagi delight 
the audience with their singing 


UGI AND KIRA KIRA 

By 0800 on September 1 we were 
anchored oil the small island of Ugi. 
just to the north of San Cristobal 
island. The ship was only here for 
three hours, during which time it was 
open to visitors, ncarlv all of whom 


went ashore to watch native dancing 
and to play soccer. Some of the 
sailors, led by native policemen, went 
pigeon shooting, and some to a 
jungle fresh-water pool for a swim. 

Like all the islands in the 
Solomons San Cristobal had some¬ 
thing of special interest. It is said 
that the last cannibals of the 
Solomons were from here, where 
there were professional murderers 
to provide a corpse for a feast, for 
a small fee. It had not occurred to 
the villagers that there was anything 
wrong in this, and they were just 
mildly surprised when missionaries 
objected to the custom. At the same 
time one missionary’ wrote that the 
islanders were very nice people, and 
that after all some vegetarians were 
very* nice too—it was all a matter 
of taste. 

The ship sailed from Kira Kira on 
the evening of September 1. and after 
skirting the northern coast of San 
Cristobal, set course for the new 
Hebrides Islands. Many of us. of 
course, wondered if we would ever 
visit the Solomons again, or ever 
come across any of the people we had 
met. All of us took away impressions 
and pleasant memories of a most 
hospitable protectorate, of all the 
people that live there, and of all that 
we saw and did. 


Mission girls give a native dance at Tulagi to the bamboo band 


is achieved, by sending a friend 
around the corner with two coconut 
shells which he bangs together under 


water. This apparently attracts sharks! 

SHELL MONEY 

The houses were made from timber 
and bamboo, and thatched with leaves 
from the ivory nut palm. The women 
were 


of course, around the village, 
and some of them were engaged in 
making “shell money." This is their 
only currency, and is made out of 
diset cut from very hard sea shells, 
polished, pierced in the middle, and 
threaded on bush twine. The finished 
article 


The Mloyal Navy’s 
choiee since 1U051 


about the size 
of a small button, and the scrapers. 
! polishers and above all the drill arc 
most primitive. One woman, however 
skilled, could not hope to make more 
than a few in one day. We were 
shown strings of up to about five 


For over 150 years Si monos fine beers have 
gone down well, afloat or ashore. Today 
Simon os beers arc better than ever—strong, 
beautifully brewed, full of flavour. Try some 
today! 


m worth three or four pounds. 

The ship anchored off Tulagi, in 
the N'ggcla Group of islands at mid- 
:i night. Hie following morning the 
non-duty watch were early ashore to 
witness native dancing, and the play- 
hip ing of the famous bamboo band. The 
instruments are simply bamboos of 
varying thicknesses strung together to 
form a structure that looks rather like 


BINA, AUKI AND TULAGI 

At 0145 on August 29. the ? 
sailed from Honiara and, by 0800. 
had picked up the District Commis¬ 
sioner of Malaita. who had come out 
to us by boat from the Government the organ pipes of a church. These 
station of Auki. The harbour at Auki 
was not considered large enough to 
hold H.M.S. . Mounts Bay. and we 

were therefore to anchor at Bina. a resonant “Thump." Other single 
some miles down the coast. From lengths of bamboo arc banged on to 
here a party of about fifty travelled the ground and produce the higher 
by Government launch to Auki. notes. This band together with the 
passing through the lagoons inside the singing and dancing of the mission 
continuous coral reef. The ship came school girls was a wonderful circct, 
around to Auki in the evening, especially as it followed a tug-of-war 

passing, of course, outside the reefs, competition between the natives and 
where the sightseers rejoined by boat, ourselves. During the afternoon the 

The people of Malaita which was ship was open to visitors. The bamboo 
the island that we were now visiting, band played on the quarterdeck for 

arc not placid in their outlook. Be- those of the ship's company who had 

fore the coming of Europeans the missed them in the morning, and just 
island was a patchwork of small as the last boats were leaving and the 
villages. each patch isolated from the ship was about to sail for Honiara, 
other by forests, precipitious hills or the mission girls sang. “Far across 
fast flowing rivers, mistrust of the sea" for us. 

strangers, fear of ghosts and magic. We sailed from Tulagi on the aftcr- 
and by the lack of any common noon of August 30. and giving a lift 
language. Even now the speech of to several Europeans, arrived at 
one area may not be understood by Honiara the same evening. This saved 
the people of another area only our passengers a very long trip in 
twenty miles away. Local chiefs ruled a not very large vessel. The ship 


TAVERN 

MILK STOUT 


arc layed Hat on the ground, and arc 
beaten at their ends with the rubber 
slippers of the performers, emitting 


SIMONDS BEERS 

Brewed to perfection 



HIGH-SPEED RESCUE BY Large Commonwealth naval exercise 


I the China Fleet Club, which was 

" attended by a number of Service men, 

MS. Belfast (Capt. J. V. Wilkin- including Americans, as well as by the 

* , E*SL3£ A 2 of '^IfasTS for Sandakan in 

j-r "iQeo^ !l .!r?»r «.v.n-v.nr North Borneo the following day. 


H M£. Belfast (Capt. J. V. Wilkin - 
• son, G.M., D.S.C.) arrived on 
the Far East Station at the end of 
October, 1959, after a seven-year 
absence from that part of the world. 
Early the following month the ship 
reached Hong Kong to take part in 
the annual Meet Pulling Regatta and 
managed to defeat the assembled 
opposition. 

On passage to Hong Kong a dis¬ 
tress signal was picked up from the 
Blue Funnel ship Memnon and a 
high-speed rescue at sea ensued. The 
ship's Principal Medical Olliccr 
operated on one of her crew, who was 


Civil Lord of 
Admiralty visits 
Scotland 

M R C. I. Orr-Ewing. O.IU 
M.P., the Civil Lord of tl 


fatal j in Bay of Bengal 

ACCIDENT IN FIFTY WARSHIPS FROM SEVEN 
VICTORIOUS NAVIES TAKE PART 

O RDNANCE Artificer Maurice T ET 60, the annual Commonwealth maritime exercise period in the Far 
Colin Gardner, of 7 Branshott East, which is to take place this year in the Bay of Bengal and the 
Road, Southsca, was fatally injured in approaches to Cochin, Karachi, Singapore and Trincomalec, is the largest of 
an accident in H.M.S. Victorious on ihe series yet staged. 

January 6. | Participating will be some 50 war- \ Commonwealth Navies taking part to 


tress signal was picked up from the January 6. Participating will be some 50 war- Commonwealth Navies taking part to 

Blue Funnel ship Memnon and a A K R C. I. Orr-Ewing. O.B.E., In recording a verdict of “accidental ships with supporting vessels repre- seven. 

hi£h-spccd rescue at sea ensued. The 1V1 M.P., the Civil Lord of the death'* the Portsmouth City Coroner seining seven Commonwealth countries Planned in Singapore by a joint 

ship s Principal Medical Olliccr Admiralty, visited R.N. Establishments said that O.A. Gardner lost his life for • —Australia. Ceylon, India. Malaya, team consisting of Naval officers 

operated on one of tier crew, who was j n Scotland from January 24 to 27. | what he thought he could safely do in New Zealand. Pakistan and the United from India. Ceylon. Malaya and the 

sullcring from acute peritonitis, and studied progress being made with the course of duty. Kingdom. In addition, aircraft of the United Kingdom, the purpose of the 

although it was touch and go. the British nuclear machinery and saw at lbc inquest it was stated that a Indian Meet Air Arm. Indian Air exercise, which is taking place for the 

man was delivered ashore in Hong first hand developments in dockyards. bortf telescope wa s being nut down a Force. Pakistan Air Force, the Royal tenth successive year, is to exercise the 

Kong and has since recovered. air stations and training establish- pun barrel and after the order "stand Ceylon Air Force, the Royal Air combined Commonwealth force in 

incenlivc U u> 'return to Hon^on* in mCn,S * clear of the mounting** had been given.! f orce and the Fleet Air Arm. wi)I anti-submarine warfare, trade protec- 

irnl. fnr rhrUimnJ mor. ih n During his visit he visited Rosyth the barrel of the gun was lowered to have reconnaissance, strike, anti- lion, mincswceping and carrier opera- 

n .Zninv with i M A,,< Dockyard. H.M.S. Tcmcrairc at Port zero-paused momentarily—and then submarine and transport roles. tions. 

tr,Ii*in shins YVnd«*it i itu\ Quick- Edgar, where Upper Yardmen arc lowered a little more. It appeared that j Last year New Zealand and Au$- Jet 60 starts on February I. and the 

match md wcarim? the flat* of lra * ncd - the Admiralty Research IX*- the Ordnance Artificer thought the j tralia joined in the exercise for the first of the four phases will be a 

Rear-Admiral V (' Hcce C R partment at Scotstoun. the Admiralty gun had stopped when it paused at first time and in 1960 Malaya has general work-up at the starting ports 

OSH l)Sr B**if»st arrived at Hnni? Reactor Test Establishment at Doun- zero, and he had gone forward to see nominated the 209th Minesweeping of Karachi. Cochin and Singapore. 

Koiie oil Christmas !*ve after a fairlv rcay. R.N. Air Station at Lossiemouth if anything had been left inside the Squadron for the first phase of the Die second phase of the exercise will 

much vov iL-e hut havine kent at a and the Perth Air Store Depot. gun. and was trapped. 1 exercise bringing (he total number of lake place on passage from these ports 

SsSrSSr CENTAUR LEAVING SYDNEY 
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respectable distance from Typhoon 
Gilda—a late and unwelcome visitor. 


Gilda—a late and unwelcome visitor. 
The cool climate was particularly ap¬ 
preciated and a most pleasant week 
over Christmas and the New Year was 
enjoyed. 

A strong liaison was built up with 
the 32nd Medium Regiment, Royal 
Artillery, at Kowloon and exchanges 
of ratings and soldiers look place at 
various social functions. On Decem¬ 
ber 30 the ship spent a day at sea on 
the bombardment range, taking over 
100 soldiers as passengers. 

On New Year’s Eve a large 
children’s party for over 200 Chinese 
children (orphans, poor children and 
children of Chinese ratings on board) 
was given in the ship. All the fun of 
the fair was provided including teas, 
presents and musical entertainment by 
the "London Jazz Quartet.’* a band 
formed by the sailors themselves. This 
band had recently appeared on TV 
and ashore in Singapore and Hong 
Kong. A Chinese conjurer also per¬ 
formed. 

New Year** Day was declared a 
public holiday in Hong Kong and that 
evening the ship gave a concert in 




H.M.S. Centaur with II.M. Ships Lagos and I.landaff in company leaving Sydney on December 29. 


consist of tactical exercises followed 
by discussions in Trincomalec. 


Instructors can 
acquire knowledge 

T IIE Portsmouth branch of the R.N. 

and R.M. Gunnery Instructors* 
Association held its annual dinner on 
January 29, and the principal guest 
was the Commandcr-in-Chicf, Ports¬ 
mouth, Admiral Sir Manley Power. 

The Commandcr-in-Chicf said that 
there would be gradual changes in the 
structure of the Navy. hut. the Gun¬ 
nery Instructor would not be alFcctcd 
by those changes except that he would 
be required to obtain more knowledge 
as time went on. but "from what I 
have seen and known of you as a body 
of men. I know how you can acquire 
that knowledge, and the way you have 
equipped yourselves with increasing 
knowledge of radar ‘black boxes* and 
guided missiles is most astonishing.” 


Bernards offer you a comprehensive furniture selection service to enable 
readers of the Navy News to choose from the Lebus range of Bedroom, 
Dining Room, Kitchen and Lounge furniture. Lebus and Bernards 
cordially invite you to visit the showrooms indicated on the left when¬ 
ever you have a few moments to spare. If you are unable to visit one of 
these Lebus showrooms Bernards will be pleased to send you a catalogue 
giving full details of the furniture available. Furniture may be supplied on 
Easy Terms arranged over twelve, eighteen or tv/enty-four months 
against Allotment or Banker’s Order repayment. 


C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD 


ANGLIA HOUSE, HARWICH, ESSEX 
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FURNITURE FOR THE WHOLE HOME 
! THROUGH BERNARDS 


Bernards—a household name in the Royal Navy, combine with 
Lebus—the world's largest manufacturers of furniture, to offer 
YOU the best in traditional modern and contemporary furniture 
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show | and light music was provided by Marie 


GRAND Christmas 


CHANGES AT GIBRALTAR 
FOR THE ROCK 

Fleet amenities improved 


CASINO 


G IBRALTAR is not, of course, quite the place it was before the Second 
World War. But then that may be said of all naval bases in this era of 
smaller and smaller Heels, and fewer and fewer men. Gone are the days when 
the Home and Mediterranean Fleets used to pack both the large harbour and a 
large part of the bay at the end of the combined cruise. Then thousands of 
sailors used to stream ashore every night; and even when the whole lleet was 
not in Main Street bars used to throb with life almost continuously, not just 
spasmodically as they do now. 


The local shore base is H.M.S. 
Rookc and the couple of hundred offi¬ 
cers, ratings and W.R.N.S. stationed 
here usually find plenty to do. although 
grumbling about the Rock is some¬ 
times heard, especially when the 
lcvanter is settling low over the town 
and everybody is depressed and irrit¬ 
able both natives and visitors alike. 
But once the wind has changed direc¬ 
tion. the clouds have lifted and the sun 
shines in a clear, blue sky there is no 
time for grumbling as everybody 
makes his way to the several excellent 
beaches here to swim, water-ski. sail, 
fish or just sun-bathe. 

When the atmosphere becomes too 
oppressive Spain can always be visited. 
La Linca is the easiest town to visit, 
but it's not much to look at, and not 
very different from Gibraltar. Still the 
drinks are cheaper—a round of six 
brandies, plus an assortment of sea¬ 
food. costs little more than 2s.—and it 
is a change to get away from the Rock. 

Algcciras is more "typically 
Spanish," but as it lies across the bay 
it is more difficult to visit, unless a car 
is available, and then the visitor can, 
if he so wishes, enter the real Spain 
outside the Cnmpo area. 

Buses leave Algcciras for all parts of 
Spain -Cadiz. Jerez. Seville. Malaga. 
Torremolinos are within a day's jour¬ 
neying. and all are ideal leave centres. 
Punctual, but comparatively slow 
trains also leave Algcciras for Madrid 
and Granada. The best way to see 
Spain, however, is by car. and the best 
time to go is during the spring when 
many of the Andalusian towns hold 
their fiestas and religious festivals. 

Tangier—the international city in 
North Africa famed for its Casbah. 
casino and fascinating night-life is also 
within easy reach, either by public 
transport, or a Rookc-based M.F.V. 
which makes several week-end trips 
across the Straits during the summer 
months. 

Gibraltar's own night-spots will 
soon receive some much-needed ad¬ 
ditions. The Colonial Government 
are building a casino (the first in the 
British Commonwealth) which will 
have special rooms set aside for Ser¬ 
vice men to indulge in crap and tom¬ 
bola. There are also plans to im¬ 
prove the Fleet canteen and the 
N.A.A.F.l. club. 

So the next few- years should see a 
steady improvement in facilities for 
Service men. especially for personnel 
from the many visiting warships. 

MARRIED QUARTERS 

For the information of the lucky few 
who may already be wandering round 
depots with their Draft Notes marked 
"Gibraltar for Rookc." Their Lord¬ 
ships have recently completed a mag¬ 
nificent block of ultra-modern flats, for 
chief petty officers’ and petty officers’ 
and ratings' families, but the waiting list 
for them is long. A limited amount of 
alternative accommodation can be 
found in the town but it is difficult and 
expensive. 

It is the exception out here rather 
than the rule for ratings not to own a 
car. New* ears may be purchased free 
of purchase tax and consequently the 
price of second-hand cars is compara¬ 
tively low. 

• 

Although the Royal Navy detach¬ 
ment is the smallest stationed in Gib¬ 


raltar. it has. nevertheless, been well to 
the fore in many of the sporting com¬ 
petitions held here this summer. 

Fielding a strong eleven throughout 
the season. H.M.S. Rooke were able to 
win the Division I Cricket Champion- ^ 
ship, although they were always keenly | 
challenged by the other Service and 
civilian teams. Their captain—R. F. A. 

Hunt—represented Combined Services, 
Gibraltar, on several occasions. 

On the last two occasions the Inter- 
Service team swimming champion¬ 
ships developed into a close struggle 
between R.F.M.F. and H.M.S. Rookc, 
with Rookc losing by two points in 
1958 and only one point in 1959. At 
both meetings, however, the Navy pro¬ 
duced the Victor Ludorum—L.S. 
Wcncclcy (then serving in H.M.S. 
Barrosa) in 1958 and E.R.A. AntclifTe 
in 1959. 

A.B. Williams won the high diving 
championship in 1958. but could not 
repeat his success this year, taking 
second place to CpI. A. Cox, the local 
Army champion. 


The water-polo team played well and 
managed to gain second place in the 
local league after some most exciting 
encounters. 

REGATTAS 

The Royal Navy (Local) Whalers' 
crews did extremely well against the 
Army and R.A.F. in the three regattas 
held inside the harbour. "A" crew won 
the Fastest Whaler Trophy and the 
July and August Oars; "B" crew won 
the Aggregate Cup and the September 
Oar. 


..4.V* a. .Wt 

The accommodation block from seaward with the familiar profile of the 

Rock in the background 

H.M.S. PEMBROKE RELAXES 




H.M.S. Rookc from Quccnsway 


A WELL-KNOWN WARDROOM 
MESSMAN DIES 
O 


NE of the few remaining ward¬ 
room mess men of the old school 
died on January 11. 

George Bavcrstock Maran. well 
known and respected Throughout the 
service was a wardroom messman for 
many years. His job was. under con¬ 
tract, to provide the wardroom 
officers with a required standard of 
food and for which he received the 
Admiralty victualling allowance for the 
officers concerned together -with an 
agreed sum from each officer per day. 

George’s job however did not end 
with the food the officers ate. He was 
a friend to all. George would fix any¬ 
thing. Did an officer forget his wife’s 
birthday—George would see that a 
bunch of flowers arrived "on the dot" 
even if the ship was miles away. A 
new suit., pressing and tidying up one 
that had seen better days—George 
would fix. A "fiver’’ until the end of 
the month—George would supply. A 
dinner party—George would person¬ 
ally supervise, suggest and arrange, 
and one’s guests would agree that you 
were the perfect host. 

Who could forget George’s Sunday 
night suppers? Tables groaning under 
the splendid food—turkey, chicken, 
beef, saddle of lamb, pics of every 
description, salads, in fact everything 
a hungry man or (if in harbour) his 
wife, could wish for. 


George Maran was a character—a 
well loved and trusted character—who 
delighted in meeting the requirements 
of those he served. Nothing was too 
much trouble for him. He will be 
sadly missed by all those who ever 


served with him. 


AYCHARBFE 


was held in the canteen theatre of 
the Royal Naval Barracks, Chatham, 
on December 9. with an all star cast 
headed by Peter Ricardo and his Latin 
American Trio. Sandy Sandford, 
popular star of radio and television, 
compered the show and Felix Bowncss 
was a most successful comedian. The 
dancing act by Ascott and Roberta 
was received with much enthusiasm 

Boyd Trophy for 
Communications 
Squadron 

The Flag Officer Air (Home). Vice- 
Admiral D. E. Holland-Martin, an¬ 
nounced on January 30 that the Boyd 
Trophy for 1959 had been awarded 
to 781 Squadron based at H.M.S. 
Ariel. Lcc-on-Solent. for the outstand¬ 
ing way it had carried out its exacting 
task. 

The squadron is the Communica¬ 
tions Squadron and during the year 
flew 4.200 hours by day and 50 hours 
by night. There arc six Sea Devon air¬ 
craft and one helicopter in the 
squadron. 


Hyde with her accordion. A section 
of the Royal Marine Band, under the 
baton of the Staff Band Master, 
2/Licut. T. C. Mcrrett. L.R.A.M., 
R.M., played during the interval. 

The show was one of the monthly 
"Stars in Variety" performances pre¬ 
sented by the Barracks Welfare Com¬ 
mittee and produced by Mrs. Evelyn 
Norris, who has been providing enter¬ 
tainment for the barracks for many 
years. 

A party of old gentlemen from 
Pembroke House, the home for aged 
ex-Naval men which is run by the 
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, 
were the guests of the Welfare 
Committee, who invite them to all 
their Variety Shows. 

The Royal Naval Barracks Cadet 
Corps were also present. 

An amusing incident occurred when 
Peter Ricardo asked for the smallest 
boy to come up on to the stage.’ 
Cadet A. Bayliss needed very little 
prompting and was soon enjoying the 
limelight! 

Peter Ricardo then asked lor the 
oldest man in the audience to |oin 
him. and Mr. William Burton of Pem¬ 
broke House was soon on the stage. 
Mr. Barton, who is in his 90th year 
obviously enjoyed the proceedings. 


How can I save! 


Three of the crew of H.M.S. Jutland 
had to "swim for it’’ when their boat 
sank at St. Peter Port. Guernsey. 


wife would have received the whole £855 
immediately. You see, it’s a Savings 
Scheme and Life Insurance rolled into one. 

Supposing you hadn’t signed on for 22 years’ 
service ? 

When I had done my nine years, as I had 
paid premiums for 7 years, I could have 
drawn £234 to help set me up in Civvy 
Street. Now, after 22 years’ service, I shall 
have the option of taking the 
£855, or if I don’t need the 
cash immediately, a pension 
of £172' a year when I retire 
from civilian work at 65. 

* For members oj the W '.R.jWS. the 
Pens ion is £149 a year. 


Of course I try to. But my pay’s not enough to 
save anything. • • 

That’s what I thought when I was your age 
until someone showed me the Progressive 
Savings Scheme. I only had to put aside £3 
a month by Naval allotment but when I leave 
the Service next year I can collect £855. 

Sounds too good to be true. Where’s the catch? 

No catch. And if I had died at any time my 

Which will you take 


PRO VII) 
LIFE 


I’m going for the pension because there’s 
another valuable right with it—1 can get a 
cash advance for the full price of a new 
house. I’m all lined up for a job already, 
and with an extra pension to look Coward 
to and the wife and family safe in our own 
home—well, it’s the kind of security we all 
want. 

I low do you set about all this ? 

That's easy. Ask the Provx- 

• •••o dent Life for details of the 

Progressive Savings Scheme. 


ASSOCIATION 
LIMITED • 


OF LONDON 
founded 1077 


—Send this coupon to 2A6 Bishopsgatc, London, E.C.2- 
Plcasc send full details of the Progressive Savings Scheme 

Name. 

Address. 


Rating or Rank. Age next birthday. 
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Newcastle finances in good 


INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 
Patron: H.M. The Queen 


NOT MUCH WRONG AT 
PORTSMOUTH I yeardaj 


shape 

STANDARD 

DEDICATION 

COMING 

N EWCASTLE and Gateshead 
branch of the Royal Naval Asso¬ 
ciation held its Annual General Meet¬ 
ing on January* 15 and the secretary. 
Shipmate Thirivvell, giivc a glowing 
account of a year of social and club 
activity, the two high-lights being the 
annual outing and the annual dance. 

He congratulated several members 
on their endeavours for the good of 
the branch. Shipmate Claspcr had run 
a very successful Christmas Draw and 
Shipmate Robinson, by his capable 
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NbW YbAK UANLb the branch. Shipmate Claspcr had run 

AX NTCU/Xr^NT A DRAT a vcr v successful Christmas Draw and 
Al INErWiUIN ADDVJl Shipmate Robinson, by his capable 

Ladies do not like National ^jaws?« 

CAV«iri beginning of 1960 with a most success- The treasurer. Shipmate Denton, in- 

VIVV ful dancc al which approximately 100 formed those present that the branch 

attended, some of whom went from the bad £169 “in the kitty’*: the branch 
r jn t-iy tt r a '"p /'—i t t *r\ JCTA /f A C 1 dance to the Clock Tower at Newton was in the best financial position he 

L LJ D 1* U LL /\ 1 V^illvlo 1 lVl/Yo Abbot to join with other townsfolk in had ever known—and he is a founder 

“welcoming in’* the New Year. member. The tombola had more than 

T WO hundred and ninety-one shipmates, their families and friends of the _ ^President rf the branch. Cap! paid its way’and thei treasurer paid 
Portsmouth Branch of the Royal Naval Association attended the annual 1 • C. I enton. R.N. (RckL) was present tribute to Shipmate Coe for his run- 
dinner on Januarv 8. a( *hc dance but owing to indisposition ning of the game, and he also praised 

After a most excellent dinner, the s.ble that there would no, have been M AmonToth^ U ™°^' Shim heltX^iweU & fund""" W "° 

&as.‘ cig & as as sifar s-kstsss JFfiss .crj $,s, 

thur loyal greetings. He also thought it had been a ret- sion was Shipmate R. Dolbcar, the DuctobusincsscommitmcntsShip- 

!n proposing the toast of the visitors rogradc step, from the point of view standard-bearer. mate Bugg resigned his seat on the 

Licut.-Cdr. S. S. Noble welcomed the of education, that National Service Shipmate Dolbcar was also Father Committee. His resignation was ac- 

visitors, who included Rear-Admiral was to be stopped. It was apparent Christmas at the branches Children’s cepted with regret—Tic had been a 

J. H. Unwin, D.S.C., Admiral Sugcrin- that the ladies, at any rate, did not ( p a rty held on January 2. Mrs. M. committee man for eight years. Ship- 

ten dent of H.M. Dockyard. Ports- agree with the speaker on this point Mills. Chairman of the Ladies’ Com- mate Turtle was elected in his place. 
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their loyal greetings. .... He also thought it had been a ret- sion was Shipmate R. Dolbcar, the Due to business commitments Ship- 

!n proposing the toast of the visitors rogradc step, from the point of viewr standard-bearer. mate Bugg resigned his seat on the 

LicuL-Cdr. S. S. Noble welcomed the of education, that National Service Shipmate Dolbcar was also Father Committee. His resignation was ac- 

visitors. who included Rear-Admiral was to be stopped. It was apparent Christmas at the branch’s Children’s cepted with regret—he had been a 

J. H. Unwin, D.S.C., Admiral Supcrin- that the ladies, at any rate, did not Party held on January 2. Mrs. M. committee man for eight years. Ship- 

teiuJent of H.M. Dockyard. Ports- agree with the speaker on this point Mills. Chairman of the Ladies’Com- mate Turtle was elected in his place, 

mouth. Mr. Lennox, the electrical In a brief response the chairman of mittcc welcomed the parents of the Shipmate Thiriwcll the secretary, 

sS C °*nd Mivs 8 Kins f ev two listers n C Porlsm p« l h branch. Shipmate L. chiIdrcn-42 attending and receiving was made a Life Member of the 
f 11,1,11 , a " a i2? y ’ Sisters Bray, stated he did not feel that there gifts. j Association amid great ipdIiusc 

from the Royal Naval Hospital. Haslar, was much wrong with a branch which -!—, ^ s ?! CMIIon am>d grcat applattoc ‘ 

and representatives of the association packcd lhc c i llb ovcr Christmas and A j •ljf* 

Any advance on eighty-eight? 


Alton. I ortchcster Fellowship and D ay# organised a football match which 
oincrs * produced £14 for an cx-chicf petty 

Responding. Admiral Unwin in an officer who was not even a member of 
amusing speech referred to his service the association, 
in the Royal Navy since 1924, saying The toastmaster for the occasion was 
that although there had been plenty of shipmate W. Law and the splendid 
hard work yet visits to such places as cvcning was rounded off by a dance. 
Nice. Oslo. Penang, etc., had enabled which continued until one o’clock. 


packed the club over Christmas and A__1 •lj • m j 

Any advance on eighty-eight? 

HERTS BRANCH STAKE CLAIM 

The toastmaster for the occasion was 17 \7I7 r FI7I> A TVT 

Shipmate W. Law and the splendid v H/i t 


the siiilor to play as hard as he worked. 

The toast of the association was pre¬ 
sented by Councillor J. Eairhall. presi¬ 
dent the Royal Engineers Associa¬ 
tion. Gosport, who in serious vein 
spoke of the work done by shipmates 
and their wives in preserving the form 
of life we desire. 

Councillor Fuirhall referred to the 
present as being a critical time for cx- 
Scrvice associations. The reductions in 
the armed forces and with the likeli¬ 
hood of war being remote, it was hard 
to maintain the interest of members. 


evening was rounuco on nv a uancc, , .. , . r A . „ . , , . . 

which continued until one (.‘clock. T 1 }*: ,, " lf, ‘[ i dsl " 1 r . c '>™nch of the Royal Naval Association have staked a 

_ A claim Tor the oldest member. It is felt that there arc branches with even 

_...^^^^ older members. 

rONTRIRI The branch recently celebrated its! Reference was also made to the fact 

uuDUiuao 21\l birthday by holding a dinner at that for nearly the whole of 21 years 

It would assist the Editor grcatlv the Shire Hall. Hertford. A company the Branch has been in commission, 

ifpnninh..inrtivn..lH cnnH ronnHc of 150 assembled. and guests included headquarters have been located at the 
iHontriliutor.s would send reports ihc Mayor and Mayoress of Hertford. White Hart Hotel. Hertford. 

of branch activities to him as j also the Chairman and his wife, of the Entertainment and dancing con- 

f»m*lv in tin. month ac n/wcihln Warc Urban Council. Twelve R.N.A. . eluded a memorable occasion, 

early in the month as possible, branches were also represented. | The Small-Bore Rifle Shooting 

-—During the cvcning a telegram was : Section of the branch is very popular 

read conveying the thanks and good and recently a competition was held 
lhc Gosport branch of the Royal wishes of Her Majesty The Queen, in by Branches located in Herts for a 
Naval I riendly Union of Sailors' reply to a loyal message from Branch , trophy presented hy the Chairman of 


early in the month as possible. 


In his opinion it had been a retrograde ! Wives held a dance on January 16 at members 


Herts Branch, which was won by 

I ■ a | rn « A . a. a ■ • 


step to reduce the Royal Navy by some which the president. Mrs. He/let. wife The toast of Herts Branch was pro- ] Welwyn Garden City Shipmates 
23.000 since 1956. Had wc more ships ot the Flag Officer. Submarines, wel- posed by the Chairman. Licut.-Cdr. Plaques for the winning team were 
and more men it was. he thought, pos- corned the guests. j. K. Jones. D.S.C.. R.N.R.. and the presented at a Mcssdcck Supper held 

-responder was Cdr. H. P. Madden, a at Herts Branch H.Q. during January. 

NEED FOR MORE MEMBERS E- C. Knight. National Council I shipmate at the age of 85 yea is 

PTnroorn A 'T' t T 1 YT/^i Member, and Branch Secretary pro- mentioned in January issue of Navy 

O 1 KlU/OoIi/JLl A 1 WJtLJLJLlfN VJ poscJ lhc toasl of “° ur Guests.- and New. Herts Branch has a candidate 

the Mayor of Hertford (Alderman who attained the age of 88 years last 

T HERE was a good muster of members of the Welling branch of the Royal C. Vance Packman) responded. The August. 

Naval Association at the annual Board meeting on January 17. I toast of "Absent Shipmates” was given He is Shipmate Ernest Alfred 

The treasurer referred that in spite The secretary referred to ihc sad Shipmate J. E. W. Charles. Vice- Harding an cx-Chief Armourer, who 
of extra expenses the Welfare Funds loss of its President, the late na,rma n. ; entered the Royal Navy on February 

were evenly balanced. Instructor Rear-Admiral Sir Arthur several founder members were pre- I. 1893. Shipmate Harding is an active 

The Chairman. Shipmate P. French. Hall. His advice to the branch in f cn ! an “ tribute was paid to them for member and travels from Hoddesdon 

said be had been gratified throughout many matters had been invaluable. {? y,ns , c ,oulu,allon °* a vcr > active to Hertford, a distance of five miles, to 

the year at the numbers attending the The Secretary also referred to the I Mrancn - _ I attend Branch meetings regularly. 

meetings and social functions. good work done by Vice-Presidents 

The Secretary Shipmate C. W. King of the branch anil mentioned the Mpmnrflkp TinPlT hrQIlph hdC fii/rv linmo 
in his ronnrt referred in the nvcrace unnoinlnirm «F I -UHr X ^UIUI UAC ailCll 11^1^ 1>VU IIUIIIC 


NEED FOR MORE MEMBERS 
STRESSED AT WELLING 


were evenly balanced. 

I \w Chairman. Shipmate P. French, 
said he had been gratified throughout 
the year at the numbers attending the 
meetings and social functions. 

The Secretary Shipmate C. W. King 
in his report referred to the average 
age of the members of the branch 


appointment of Licut.-Cdr. Day. 
Shipmate King made reference to the 


pointing out that Welling had not paid occasions at which the Branch Standard 
many visits during the past year bad been provided, including the occa- 


matches 


The ladies provided a grand supper 
which they served in their usual effi¬ 
cient manner. - *' 1 1 


. ' 7-- « , ' - t’kkll |*i VJ. IVJvVl. IIIVIUUIIIK Ulk l»kk.|- mill,' Pnn.Krnt. K..f ||... IliailllWI. 

because a number of the members nrc s j on of the annual reunion at the T rfNW A™Sn 1™ Mr< - Hayes, wife of the president, 
setting beyond the travelling age. He Royal Festival Hall. nl.iirf ’ihl t r TlL i "on the amusing balloon race and 

emphasised the need for an increase ... E. ,e,ed ,he .°! d '5 jr . "‘t h J f°“P le ..° r 1 considerable fun was caused hv Shin- 


the Association had lost its attraction ^ ,“ u m ore out iders brought Dcccmbcr , 23-. when the prizes were Mr . Claude Tozer and Mr. C.wyn 
for Naval personnel and pomtmg out u .. , h how man >' and va , r 1 ,cd the lucky win- J( ,hn. favourites of the branch, enter- 

ha ... anuary, 1947. Welling had 147 „ u| ^ |ts ‘ ^ ^ ^ Cvc nc I' wc rc well satisfied. : Ulincd tlu - members with monologues. 

UK inner s._| desire to make friends not profits.” scco t P d occasion the annual singing, whistling, etc., together with 


Children’s Party 
at Basingstoke 


visiting the sick and at times making 


acconip: 


Although the Children's Christmas ffiVbetolf of the &:cre,ary. He “be^ 3 ^ ^ S ± 

Party organised by the Basingstoke referred to Shipmate Cox who Amonc those who 'itiemled uvn* l Th^V?‘i ,ni ’ u* r 5 

branch of the Royal Nava, Association collected for the Life-boa, Institution. .hc^Smo? tSb^h^. RS. ^ in KuS'y^hiehlnd'ffid'? vSl‘"o 

“ u llS? w l d Was hc d on Finally the Secretary spoke of the Hayes, and his wife, and another wcl- i Haverfordwest for the pantonflmc 
Janu.ir> p I960, it was a very success- : good work that the ladies had done by come visitor was Shipmate Edwards ! "Jack and the Beanstalk ’’ 

ful conclusion of a very active and • providing and serving refreshments at of the Blackpool branch. _ 

entertaining 1959. | socials and also to the new host at the Th.* i*n».*ri 'linmpnt r \f 1 II \ff C* T.f « «! n . .« 


The children of shipmat, 
enjoyed the party which 
described as magnificent. 


very active and | providing and serving refreshments at of the Blackpool branch-- -- 

mvite- ihomiiL-hlv ' a ! T,K ‘ cnlcr ! ain ™nt side of the I H.M.S. Jutland took the Portsmouth 

hi'eh^e on^v he C { U f > ‘ s,, ‘P nla * c b. evening was in the capable hands of i Command Bomb and Mine Disposal 

Inch can i nly be , Tompkinson. who had done his utmost ; Shipmate Driscoll and Best, ably team to Alderney to dispose of bombs 

“ cnl - 1 ,n making everyone feel at home. • assisted by Shipmate Furlong. discovered there. 


The annual dinner took place on 
January 30, and it is hoped that space 
will be available in the next issue to 
report on it. Another big item of news 
—it is hoped to “borrow” H.M.S. 
Calliope for a dance on March 18. 

No. 3 District 
R.N.R. reviews 
1959 

T HE past year has been one of con¬ 
tinued good progress in the Mid¬ 
lands District. 

Recruiting has continued apace and 
numbers have increased by 30 per 
cent, despite a continued policy of 
“weeding out the dead wood.” Actual 
numbers have increased from 98 in 
January to 130 in December; the 32 
new members arc made up of volun¬ 
teers from “Civvy Street” and cx-R.N. 
personnel, including part-time National 
Service men who have opted to return 
to the fold after their service in the 
R.N. 

Continuous training in R.N. ships 
and establishments has been as popular 
as ever, and 83 members carried out 
courses and cruises during the year, 
including service in M.H.Q.’s at home, 
Gibraltar and Malta and ships both 
small and large from Coastal Mine¬ 
sweepers to H.M.S. Tiger. 

During the year one rating has been 
confirmed Radio Supervisor, one as 
Petty Officer Radio Electrician, and 
one Leading Radio Electricians’ Mate. 
# Four ratings were rated up to Acting 
'Leading Hands. 

Three enjoyable week-ends were 
spent at Gamecock Barracks, by kind 
permission of the Commanding Officer, 
Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Artil¬ 
lery. Many readers will remember 
H.M.S. Gamecock as the home of the 
R.N.A.S. training establishment and 
the R.N.Y.R. Midlands Air Division. 

There was a practically 100 per 
cent, attendance at Admiral Command¬ 
ing Reserves Annual Inspection in 
London which earned a highly satisfac¬ 
tory report. A further visit to the 
Metropolis was made by members of 
Birmingham section who visited 
H.M.S. Apollo at Tower Bridge in 
September. 

All members are looking forward to 
| I960 with hopes of an even more suc- 
, ccssful year in all phases of Royal 
| Naval Reserves activities. 

Headquarters 
clearing debt 

A T the annual general meeting of 
the Gosport branch of the Royal 
Naval Association, the chairman. 
Shipmate T. W. Bates, stated that £755 
had been paid oil headquarters and 
private loans during the past year. 

If the branch was able to maintain 
its present late of repayments, the 
branch would soon have its head¬ 
quarters free of debt. 

Membership of the branch remained 
at about 300. New members were en¬ 
rolled at most meetings, but. by not 
renewing their annual subscriptions, 
some members had been lost. 

Shipmate Bates was re-elected chair- 
man. Shipmates C. H. James. A. Lang 
and Ci. Richardson—all volunteers— 
were elected as vice-chairman, seerc- 
! tary and treasurer respectively. Other 
| officers elected were Shipmates E. B. 
Troll. E. J. Piggott. T. W. Blundell. A. 
Farley. ( . Ryder. W. Thomson and 
W. C. J. Kiln. 

Nine promoted to , 
Rear-Admiral 

T HE /Vdniiralty has announced the 
following promotions and retire¬ 
ments—all dated January 7. these 
promotions and retirements, together 
with retirements previously announced, 
result in a reduction of one in the 
total number of officers on the Mag 
List compared with the number a 
year ago. 

Promotions. To Rear-Admiral: Capt. 
(Commodore) A. A. F. l albot. D.S.O.* 
ICapt. I. H. E. Hopkins. D.S.O.. 
D.S.C. Capt. Ci. I. M. Balfour. D.S.C. 
Capt. A. II. C. Gordon-1.ennox. 
D.S.C). C'apt. I *. R. Twiss. D.S.C. Capt. 
W. W H. Ash. Capt. (Commodore) 
G. D. A. Gregory. D.S.O.*. Capt. 
(Acting Rear-Admiral) A. B. Cole, 
D.S.C. Capt. D. J. Hoarc. 

Retirements: Vice-Admiral Sir Harry 
P. Kocllc. K.C.B. Rear-Admiral 
Ci. A. M. Wilson. C.B. Rear-Admiral 
P. D. H. R. Polly. C.B.. D.S.O. Rcar- 
»Admiral B. W. l aylor. C.B., D.S.C.. 
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‘They have never had it so good’ 

SHIPMATE’S ENTHUSIASM FOR 
H.M.S. HERMES 


Hundreds visit Brighton branch 

T HE Brighton and Hove branch of the Royal Naval Association had the 
privilege on December 18. of hearing one of the shipmates. C. P. O. 
Scott, R.N.R., expound upon life in the Royal Navy to^iy* Shipmate Scott had 
just returned from a short cruise in H.M.S. Hermes and was full of enthusiasm 
for all that he had found aboard this most modem ship. 
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Shipmate Scott’s talk was of parti¬ 
cular interest to those of the shipmates 
who remembered their own days 
afloat, in comparing the conditions of 
the lower deck of many years past 
with those that prevail today. It was 
evident that not only is the modern 
Royal Navy concerned to see that its 
personnel has a line career in all the 
material things but that all concerned, 
from their Lordships of the Admiralty 
downwards are intent upon making 
life supremely comfortable and happy 


their Commodore, Shipmate Frdcst- 
Carr, entertained the shipmates with 
a short play based on three episodes 
in the life of Nelson which culminated 
with the scene on the quarterdeck of 
the Victory when the Admiral was 
shot. This was admirably staged and 
received an excellent write-up in the 
local press. 

The Brighton branch has had a suc¬ 
cessful and busy year. Members from 
many other branches have visited the 
newly decorated and shiplike hcad- 


for every lower deck rating. To use quarters, which is right on the beach 


another ultra modern phrase “they 
have never had it so gocxl.” Any man 
who regrets having joined up now¬ 
adays has only himself to blame and 
is probably no use to the community 
or himself cither, if he takes that view. 

Apart from his praise for the life 
and living conditions of the matelot 
today. Shipmate Scott was full of 
admiration for the magnificent 
equipment aboard this line ship. To 
sum up his own words, others may 
build them biggest, but wc in Britain 
certainly build them best. 

This talk was only one of the 
many attractions that have been avail¬ 
able to Brighton shipmates in the past 
few months. Two months ago. at a 
Mess Deck Supper in celebration of 
Trafalgar Day. Nautical Training 
Corps Cadets, under the direction of 


with an uninterrupted view of the sea. 
literally in their hundreds. Mrs. Gurl. 
wife of the chairman, has performed 
yeoman service with her willing lady 
helpers in catering for visitors, who 
turned up in ibcir hundreds through¬ 
out the season and had nothing but 

C raise for all they saw at the Brighton 
ranch. The vice-chairman. Shipmate 
Riley, has worked hard in making the 
bar very attractive indeed and ha» re¬ 
ceived praise for his efforts from many 
quarters. 

The many attractions of Brighton 
have indeed been enhanced this year 
by all that has been done to make 
the Brighton branch shine with a new 
brightness by all the hard work of 
everyone from the chairman. Shipmate 
D. Gurl, throughout the whole 
membership. 


First of the Species 

I NFORMATION has been received 
that the first Chief Electrical 
Mechanician (Air) was advanced to 
that rating to date December 11, 1959. 

The “first of the species” is Chief 
Electrical Mechanician (Air) Dennis 
Broadley now serving at R.N. Air 
Station Lcc-on-Solcnt. 

Chief Petty Officer Broadley was 
born March 2. 1928. at New Ollcrton. 
Notts, and was educated at the Mans¬ 
field County Technical College. 

Before joining the Service on Janu¬ 
ary. 1946. as an Air Mechanic Elec¬ 
trician he had been apprenticed to 
Rolls-Royce Limited, at the Aircraft 
Development Establishment at Huck- 
I nail. 

In November. 1946. Ik* qualified as 
an Air Mechanic (L) 2nd class and 
transferred to the Electrical Branch 
on its formation. Chief Petty Officer 
Broadley was qualifying between 
! 1948-49 and he was also a member 
of the first Electrician (Air) qualifying 
course being rated Electrician (Air) 
in 1951. 

After working for three years at the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment on Auto 
stabilisers and helicopter auto pilots 
development. Chief Electrical Mecha¬ 
nician (A) Broadley passed for Chief 
Electrical Mechanician provisionally 
and finally in July and December. 
1959. 

Asked about his career Chief Petty 
Officer Broadley ascribed advance¬ 
ment to Divisional Officers who had 
1 persisted with him and a lot of good 
I fortune, but it is thought that he is 
being unduly modest, for he must 
.have put in a lot of hard work. 


SPORT IN VERNON 


Relegation Fears 

T HE new decade opened in Vernon 
with soccer disappointments. After 
suffering heavy defeats at the boots of 
Sultan and Vanguard, the team must 
have a Yeovil complex when thinking 
| of its coming cup match. An unusual 

Superintendent Training 
visits H.M.S. Ganges 

O N Tuesday, January 19, Capt. 

F. L. George, R.A.N., the Com¬ 
modore designate Superintendent of 
Training paid a visit to H.MjS. 
Ganges (Commanding Officer, Capt. 
H. S. Mackenzie, D.S.O.*, D.S.C., 
R.N.). 

In a lightning tour of the Establish¬ 
ment he saw Juniors under instruction 
in the Signal and Seamanship Schools 
and at noon watched some 1.800 
Juniors at dinner in the modern Cen¬ 
tral Mess Dining Hall. In the afternoon 
he watched the Juniors at games on the 
playing fields, in the swimming bath 
and others sailing on the River Stour. 
Before leaving the Establishment after 
a very exhausting day. he dropped 
into a Juniors Mess to sec for himself 
the living quarters of Juniors Under 
Training. 


situation exists where at the same 
moment Vernon is sliding towards the 
possibility of relegation in the League 
and looking forward to beating Ariel 
in the semi-final of the Challenge Cup. 
Although Ariel have been the victors 
twice in League encounters, the Ver¬ 
non team is keen and quietly confident. 

Hockey and basket-ball continue 
from strength to strength. By beating 
Colling wood in a close tussle by the 
only goal scored in the match, the 
hockey team registered their fourteenth 
game without a loss. Let us hope that 
the basket-ball team can administer 
similar treatment to Collingwood in 
their semi-final cup match. Convincing 
victories against Haslar and the 
P.T.T.C. have made them very confi¬ 
dent. 

Ific rugby team can be thought to 
be on the mend with a generally im¬ 
proved performance against R.A.O.C. 
However, they suffered the blow of 
32 points against without scoring 
themselves. A new captain P.O. M. 
Semple has been elected. A difficult 
season lie.s ahead for the new leader, 
who has shown his worth as a player, 
by recently attaining a U.S. first team 
place. 

The performance of the squash 
team inspires optimism for the latter 
half of the season. After losing seven 
consecutive matches, R.N.B. and 
Mercury have been beaten. 


First Lord at Portsmouth 


‘Our’ book strengthened and comforted 
dying Chief Petty Officer 


A MAN AND A BOOK 

O NCE upon a time—all good fairy stories start that way, don’t they?—once 
upon a time a man found a hook. When he bought it he little realised the 
pleasure, the strength ami Ihe comfort that it would give him—and his wife— 
over the years. 


The hook became a part of his and 
his wife’s life, particularly so when, 
during an illness of his wife the man 
read the stories from the book each 
evening to his wife. It became “our" 
book. You know, in the way that a 
song shared with one’s loved one be¬ 
comes “our” song. The way a favourite 
walk with pleasant associations be¬ 
comes “our” walk. The way a treasured 
scene becomes "our" scene. 

Time passed and the man. who was a 
seafarer, lost the book. During one of 
his voyages he lent the book to some¬ 
one—he was open-handed and big- 
hearted—and the book was not re¬ 
turned to him. He was, perhaps deso¬ 
lated is too strong a word, but he was 
most disturbed at the loss and he tried 
for years to obtain another copy. He 
and his wife spent hours browsing 
through second-hand book shops and 
all to no avail. 

. And it came to pass that the man be¬ 
came seriously ill. He knew he was 
going to die and from his bed one day 
he said to his wife: “I do wish I had a 
copy of ‘our’ book—I would love to 
read those stories again," and his wife 
in a last despairing effort wrote to the 
publisher of the book only to be in¬ 
formed that the book was out of print 
and they could not produce a copy for 
her. 

However, with that kindness which 
is so often met. the publishers wrote 
to the writer of the book—a frail lady 
of 7S. elderly, yes. but young in heart 
—and she. struck with the story of the 
search, and undoubtedly feeling a trifle 
proud that her book, after 30 years, 
still, brought happy memories, sent a 
copy to the man and his wife. 

Now if this was a real fairy story this 
gesture by the writer would have ended 
with the miraculous recovery of the 
man and he and his wife would have 
lived happily ever after, but this is a 
true story and real life is not always as 
kind as in the fairy-tale books. 

The man became progressively more 
seriously ill. but the book, and the most 
wonderfully tender and touching 
letters it has ever been my privilege to 
read, helped that man and his wife, 
strengthened them and comforted 
them. 

The writer of the book had lost loved 
ones in a manner similar to the loss the 


wife was to sustain and she w rote these 
wonderful letters to assist these two 
who had become very dear to her. 

The book? Kaleidoscope—a collec¬ 
tion of some of the loveliest stories 
which, unlike ourselves, never grow 
old—written by Eleanor Farjcon. The 
man and his wife? Chief Petty Officer 
George Bavcrstock Maran and Mrs. 
Maran. George Bavcrstock Maran died 
on January II after 41 years* service 
with the Royal Navy, and although his 
death naturally created a void. Mrs. 
Maran is pleased to think that his last 
few weeks on this earth were made 
more bearable through the stories in a 
book, written so many years ago. and 
by the kindliness and love of someone 
she and her husband bad never met but 
whose work they so greatly appre¬ 


ciated. 


AYCHARBEE 


H.M.S. TALLY-HO 
RETURNS HOME 


The submarine H.M.S. Tally-Ho 
(Lieut. S. S. R. Conway, R.N.). re¬ 
turned to Portsmouth on Friday, 
January 15, after nearly five years in 
the Mediterranean. 

TallysHo, built in 1943, had a dis¬ 
tinguished war record in the Far 
East. Sixteen years ago she sank the 
Japanese cruiser Kuma and survived 
a counter attack by 18 depth charges 
to go on and sink a large Japanese 
merchant ship four days later. Other 
successes in 1944 included the sinking 
of Daigcn Maru (a merchant vessel), 
the Japanese submarine UIT 23, a 
300-ton coaster. 12 junks, a Japanese 
special submarine chaser and a mine¬ 
layer. In one of these attacks Tally- 
Ho was herself rammed by a torpedo 
boat which scraped along her side 
and broke open the submarine’s port 
main ballast tanks. She then had to 
struggle 1.200 miles to her base at 
Trincomalce. 
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I A SIGHT TO GLADDEN I 
I A SAILOR’S HEART I 


The First Lord of the Admiralty, Lord Carrington, paid his first official 
visit to Portsmouth during January. He visited Excellent, Vernon, 
Collingwood. Sultan and Dolphin, and spent one afternoon in H.M. 
Dockyard during his two-day visit. He is seen here accompanied by 
Lieut.-Cdr. J. Dickinson, head of Ihe Vernon D.iving Section, talking to 
Lieut.-Cdr. D. G. Shcrrard and A.S. N. Calc and R. R. Steel members 
of a team which demonstrated diving equipment 



ESS 


Turkeys ready for curving for the Christmas Day dinner on board H..M.S. 
Centaur at Sydney. Cook (S.) B. Pawsey of Moordown. Bournemouth, 
and P.O. Cook (S.) E. G. Collins, of St. Budeaux, Plymouth, may well 

look happy and satisfied with the work. 



yed 


G.C.JMLA 




February, 1960 


Volunteering for local foreign 

service billets 


T ill*. Commodore, Naval Drafting, receives a number of requests from ratings 
of all categories volunteering to serve in Local Foreign Service billets, for 
which only certain categories are allowed by Scheme of Complement, and the 
following list is promulgated in order that ratings may know which categories 
are from time to time required on various stations overseas and in North 
Europe. Volunteers can only be considered if they are of one of the categories 
specified against the location. 

Ratings should ask to sec Admiralty <v >.. T,c,ica! Communication. Radio com- 

FLvt Order *>8 60 which is rvl.-vint mumca,,on - jnd Wr "« r branche*. 
r „ r . , l n I ^ • Norway.—Limited to 1 L.R.E.M. and Steward, 

regarding married accommodation in 

Hong Kong. Singapore. Bahrein and 
Aden. It should also be noted that 
married accommodation is greatly re¬ 
stricted in Ceylon and shore accommo¬ 
dation in South Africa (including hotel 
accommodation) is difficult to obtain 
during the summer months (November 
to March). 

There are two ways in which you 
can volunteer for these billets. 

(a) By application through your 
Commanding Officer. 

(b) When you are required to 
complete a Drafting Prefer¬ 
ence Card. 

Your volunteer undertaking remains 
in force until either 

(a) You cancel it, or 

(h) You receive a Local Foreign 
Service Draft. 

Make sure you state exactly what 
you are volunteering for. e.g.. the man 
who volunteers for "L.F.S. Malta" will 
only be considered for that place and 
no other. If on the other hand you 
state "L.F.S., preferably Malta," it 
means you will be considered for other 
Local Foreign Service billets if there 
is no vacancy at the time in Malta. 

You may, of course, go further and 
exclude one or more places, e.g.. 

"L.F.S. except Singapore." 

Gibraltar.— Open lo all branches except Sail- 
maker and Radio Communication (Special). 

.Malta. —Open lo all branches except Cook 
(O). Note: Leading Steward* and below only 
required. 

Singapore. —Open to all branches except 
Steward, Cook (O) and Cook (S) below Petty 
Officer. 

Hong Kong.— Open to I O.A. <W>. I Shpt. 

Art.. E.R.A*. (I.C.E.). P.O.M. (E) (I.C.E.). M. 

(E) (I.C.E.) and all other branchc* except Sail- 
maker. Cook <S>. Cook (O). Steward and Radio 
Communication (Special). 

Cjpru*.— Limited to Seamen, Regulating, 

Electrical Artificer. Radio Electrical. Store* (S). 

Steward. Cook (O). Tactical Communication. 

Radio Communication and Writer branchc*. 

Colon.-Limited to 2 K.R.Av/Mech (I.C.E,). 


Bahrein.—Limited to 1 C.P.O. (P.T.I.). 2 
H O.. 5 A It Ord. (I to be qualified to drive 
Service vehicle, and hold an Admiralty Driving 
I iccncc). I E.R.A. (II M.) (I.C.E.) border of a 
driving licence. I Ch. M. (E) P.O.M. (E). 
(E.O.W.). holder of a driving licence. 1 E.A.. 
I L.R.E.M. I R EL Mcch. and Tactical Com¬ 
munication. Radio Communication. Store* (S>. 
Store* (V) and Writer branchc*. 

South Africa. —Limited to 2 Seamen C.P.O*.. 
I P.O. (T.A S.I >. I L.S. (P.T.2.), 4 A.B.S (2 
A.It*, to t»c qujlilicd to dn*c Service vehicle* and 
to hold an Admiralty Driving Licence). I R.P.O.. 
I L.P.M.. 2 Shpt. Art . > E M. (E). 1 C.P.O. 
Cook «». I I . Cook (O). I S.B.C.P.O. and 
Tactical Communication. Radio Communication. 
Radio Electrical Artificer. Radio Electrical. 
Store* (V). Store* (S) and Writer branchc*. 

Freetown.— l imited to I Seaman C.P.O. or 
P.o. and I C.P.O. Writer. 

Bermuda. -Limited to 1 E.S.. I A.B. (to be 
a qualified driver), I C.F..R.A.. I L.M. (E) or 
M. (E) (I.C.E.). I C.Y.. 1 L.T.O., I T.O. and 
I I cadmg Steward. 

Jamaica.— Limited to J C.P.O. Writer. 
Mumbavj. -Limited to 1 L.T.O. and P.O. 
Writer. 

U.S.A.. Wavhington.— Limited to 1 C.P.O. 
Steward and I C.P.O. Cook «». 

U.S.A., Norfolk (Virginia).— Limited to 1 
C.P.O. Cook (O). I P.O. Steward and I Steward. 

Canada. -Limited to 1 P.O. Writer. 1 Writer 
and I S C.P.O. <S). 

Athenv.— Limited to | P.O. Writer. 


BRAVE 


DONE 50 KNOTS 

Accepted from Builders 


42 Commando 


H .M.S. Brave Borderer, the first of fhc Brave class Fasf Patrol Boats, was 
accepted from her builders, Vosper Ltd., for service with the Royal Navy 
on January 26. The ceremony took place at II.M.S. Dolphin, Fort Blockhouse, 
Gosport. 

The present authorised maximum The hull is framed in welded alumin- 
rating of the Proteus is 3.5(H) S.H.P. ium with double skinned planking of 
and the maximum continuous rating mahogany and sheathed with glass 
2.800 S.H.P. A striking feature of this fibre below the water line. An hydrau- 
engine is that with the primary rcduc- lie operated flap fitted on the transom 
tion gear-box it will give one horse maintains the craft’s running trim, 
power for every 0.83 lbs. of its weight. During her trials, speeds in excess 
and including the reverse reduction of 50 Kts. have been continually 
gear-box. one horse power for every reached by this boat; a most important 
1.6 lbs. of its weight. achievement since it is designed for 

In addition to the Proteus engines, olfensive operations against enemy 

warships and merchant ships in coastal 
and inshore wafers. 

The armament when functioning as 
a M.G.B. will consist of two 40 mm. 
single Bofors guns in power operated 
mountings and two 21 inch torpedo 
tubes. As a M.T.B. it will be equipped 
with four 21 inch torpedo tubes and 
one 40 mm. single Bofors gun. 

The complement will be three 
officers and 17 ratings. 

Since being launched on January 7, 
1958. Brave Borderer has undergone 
extensive evaluation trials and the 


A SUN TRIP 


H .M. Yacht Britannia left Ports¬ 
mouth on January 15 for a visit .. . _ _ 

to the Caribbean. The royal yacht is Rover gas turbines driving .Metro 
taking the Princess Royal to the West Vickers 40 K.W. generators arc fitted 
Indies, and places-which will be visited lo prov idc electric power. The elec- 
are• British Guiana. Trinidad. Jamaica. . rica | installation incorporates new 
British Honduras and the Cayman lightweight equipment and methods of 
Islands. an experimental character designed 

Britannia will call at the Azores on by Vosper Ltd., to make overall contri- 
the return journey and she is expected bution to weight reduction, 
at Portsmouth on April 5. The propellers arc relatively small 

- and of high speed. This is a novel and 

i ‘I • 111 unusual feature resulting from joint 


Advancements 


C ONFIRMATION hav been received that the 
following have been advanced to the Chief 
Petty Ollicer or Chief Artificer rate: 

To Chief Petty Officer 

J. A. Kcnncwcll JX 147747. S. F. J. Luca* 
JX 154240. R. William* JX 150247. 

To Acting Chief Engine Room ArtiHeer 

A E. Braid MX 9I25HO. E. W. Cann MX 
637HIO. !>. A. Grace MX 75064. P. J. l.c 
Cornu MX 818578. R. V. Reid MX 778W>. 
C. J. Rudkin MX 803710. J. I.. Selby MX 
803712. 

To Chief Bljek*mith 

II. V. Darley MX 802378. 

To Aeting/Chief F.lectrieal Artifieer 

P. Good*cll MX 8557JO. I). R. Horn MX 
K42’>‘*7. 

To Aeling'Chief Radio F.lectrieal Artificer 
J. W. Lodge MX 857377. 

To Chief Petty Officer Writer 
A. N (i Moxcy MX 84*020. 

To Chief Petty Officer Cook (S) 

D. S. White MX 802474. 

To Chief Radio Communication Super*i*or 
R L. Dudley JX 160*84. 

To Ma*lcr at Arm* 

W. J. Nur*c MX 551512. 

To Aeling Chief Aircraft Artificer 
D. V. Date L/IX 100850. 

To Aeling Chfcf* Aircraft Artificer (O) 

R P. Fylc* L/I X 660385. 

To Chief Air Filler (AK) 

D Walton L/I X 8220-W. R II. Arrow 
l./FX 803111. R. A. Smith L/FX 822476. 

To Chief Air Filter (()) 

E. T. Murphy I. I X 50W0|. 

To Active Chief Electrical Mechanician (Air) 

D Hroadlcv I. I X 7SS52I. 

To Aeling Chief Radio Electrical Mechanician 1 
(Air) 

J. O’Connor I. I X S465'»2. 

To Chief Electrician (Air) 

G. R. C. Chrivtic 1 I X 817*)55. 

To Chief Radio Electrician (Air) 

A. E. Dawkm* L/FX 861781. 


RUGBY MORE 
POPULAR 
THAN EVER 


Royal Nut al 


Barracks. 

Chatham, football (cam is at pre¬ 
sent placed third in the local United 
Services league, hut it has one game 
in hand over the Army Unit 12th 
S.M.E. and is in a very favourable 
position to challenge league leaders. 
Depot Regiment. Royal Engineers. 

The Supply and Secretariat Division 
in R.N.B. run a team in the Rochester 
and District league and have surprised 
the locals by entering the New Year 
in second place in the table. 

Rugby it would seem is more 
popular than ever in the Chatham 
Area, especially in the Barracks 
where they now run two teams. The 
1st XV have proved themselves 
amongst the best ship or establish- 


FORMER DIRECTOR 
OF W.R.N.S. TO 
HAVE MEMORIAL 


The Association of Wrens is to open 
a fund which will provide a memorial 
to the late Dame Vera Laughton 
Mathews, who was head of the 
Wrens during the war. Donations to 
the fund should be sent to the Secre¬ 
tary of the Association of Wrens. 52 
Lower Sloanc Street. London. SAV.l. 


History made 
at Chatham 


FILM RELEASES TO 
THE FLEET 


H ISTORY will he made in Chatham 
this year by the formation of a 
1 ^ United Services Cricket Club which 
beat "'ll lake on most of the fixtures of the 
om- i N'orc Command Cricket Club. 

l or the 1960 season certain fixtures ! (Colour) 
have been earmarked as U.S. fixtures 
and the Club will be administered by 
the Navy. With the forthcoming reduc¬ 
tion of the Navy in the Chatham 
Area it is likely to be predominantly shad..** 
an Army side in 1961 when the whole i M 
of the fixtures will be taken over by 
the United Services Cricket Club and 
administered by the Army. 

By this means it is hoped to continue 
most of the long-standing fixtures in 

the Norc Command and will ensure ! A small fire took place in H.M.S. 
that Naval personnel may be assured Corunna, but was extinguished before 
of a U.S. match when ships are any damage was done. The ship is at 
refitting in Chatham Dockyard'. Kosyth unuergoing a relit. 


"The Night We Dropped A Clanger,** Ser¬ 
vice Comedy. Brian Ru. Cecil Parker. Li/ 
Fra*cr. •‘Libel,** Trial McIoJrama. Dirk 
Bogarde. Olivia dc llavillami. Paul Ma**ie. 
"North B> North We*t," (Odour). Su*pcn*e 
Comedy Melodrama. Cary Grant. Eva Marie 
Saint. Janie* Ma*on. “Jbc Fi*e Pennies.'* 
Mu*ical Comedy Drama, l)annv 
Kaye. Barbara Bel Gcdde*. Loui* Armvtrong 
** Darby O’CiB and the Little People.'* 
(Colour). Iri*h I anta*v. Albert Sharpe. Janet 
Munro. Sean Connery. •*! Want To Uic." 
Real Life Trial MeloJrama. Su*an Hayward. 
Simon (iarlanJ. Thc»>dorc Bikel. **Ca»t a Long 
\Vc*tern. Audie Murnhv. Terr* 
iH.re. John Dehner. “S.O.S. Pacific.'** Adven¬ 
ture Melodrama. Pier Angeli. Richard Atten¬ 
borough. Eddie Comtantine. “Killer* of 
Kilimanjaro.*' (Colour). Adventure Melodrama. 
Robert Taylor. Anne Aubrey. Anthonv 
New ley. 


Ierry Keighley, who was horn in Plaistow on April 28. 1938. made her pro¬ 
fessional stage debut at the Windmill Theatre in April. 1957. A brunette 
with brown eyes, her favourite recreations are riding, swimming and driving 
a car. Her vital statistics are 34 in.. 24 in.. 37 in. 



Puma gets a 
Live One 

O N October 13 last H.M.S. Puma 
was presented with a stuffed Punia 
by Mr. John Steinbeck, the author, 
who promised that he would see what 
could be done to provide a live one. 

Mr. Steinbeck has lived up to his|TV>. board and laundry 
promise, for last month a live puma 
was flown to London from California 
where it was met by officers and men 
from the ship. 

The puma, together with the officers 
and men of the ship, were given a 
V.I.P. reception when the animal 
arrived at Paignton where it will be 
kept in the zoo there during quaran¬ 
tine. 

The chief of the zoo at Paignton 
said “I have undertaken to look after 
the animal for the ship. It was felt that 
difficulties might arise with a live puma 
wandering about the deck of one of 
Her Majesty’s Ships. However, I 
expect the animal will visit the ship 
from time to time." 


PARTY AT SINGAPORE 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


HOUSEHOLD EFFKCrS and BAGGAGE 
itorcd. moved, packed, ihipped.—White .V Co 
Ltd.. North End Junction. Portsmouth. Phone 
63221. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FURNISHED UPSTAIRS FLAT. Own pae 
cooker and meter. Suit married couple. — 52 
Byron Road. Copoor. Portsmouth. 


Classified Advertisements may be 
placed at: 

Gale & Polden Ltd., Nelson House. 
Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth, as 
well as at the Royal Naval 
Barracks, Portsmouth. 

Private Advertisements, 3d. per 
word; minimum, 2s. 

Trade Advertisements, 4d. per 
word: minimum, 4s. 

Name and address of advertiser 
must accompany each 
advertisement. 

Box Number, 9d. extra 
The inclusion of any advertisement 
cannot be guaranteed, nor respon¬ 
sibility accepted for any errors 
or omissions. 


TWO FURNISHED ROOMS. Own cooker and 
meter. Use of bathroom. Rent £2 15s.—Apply 
Butler. 450 Commercial Road, Portsmouth. 


COMFORTABLE HOME: available for a retired 
naval officer at Fleet. Owner is a Commander's 
widow and has hospital training.—Mrs. Fletcher, 
"Heaibcrtca,” Albany Road. Fleet. 


FURNISHED ACCOMMODATION. Short 
periods only. Adults.—Tel: Portsmouth 33746 
after 6 p.m. 


PARTY AT SYDNEY 


MISCELLANEOUS 


HOUSE: PURCHASE. An ideal scheme for those 
looking ahead. 100 % advance after three scars 
at low rate of interest Mortgages repaid in event 
ol death. — Write for Leaflet. "Ihe House 
Assured/* to the Provident Lite Association ol 
London Ltd.. 246 Bishopssatc, London. E.C.2. 


AJAX radio controlled taxi*. 24-hour service 
—Tel.: Portsmouth 35333/4 (two lines). 


DEVELOPMENTS 


H.M.S. LAGOS 


(PORTSMOUTH) 


Careers in Engineering Company of ex-Royal 
Navy skilled craftsmen as Fitters, Turners. 
Milling machinists, etc. Good working con¬ 
ditions and rates of pay in new factory. 

Apply Personnel Officer— 

CJC DEVELOPMENTS (Portsmouth) LTD. 

Fitxherbert Road, Farlington. PORTSMOUTH 


HAYTERS ARE 
FIRST RATERS 


FOR NEW AND 

GUARANTEED USED VEHICLES 


We can supply the very car you arc looking for at a price and terms io 

suit your pocket. 

One of the largest selections of used cars in the South available for 
inspection and trial at any branch of The Haytcr Group below. 

Paulsgrovc Motors. Austin Dealers, 

Southampton Road, Cosham. Phone Cosham 75224 
lAindon Road. Portsbridgc, Klilsea, 

Morris & Wolselcy Dealers. Phone Portsmouth 60418 
Palmerston Road. Southsea, Austin Dealers, 

Phone Portsmouth 20939 
Fraltou Road, near Rex Cinema, 

Renault & Standard Dealers. Phone Portsmouth 27064 
Pages Garages, Northgate, Chichester, 

Singer Distributors (at Chichester) and Austin Dealers 

Phone Chichester 4844/5 
Eastern Road, by golf links, Austin Dealers, 

Phone Portsmouth 60948 
Hay ling Island Service Station by the new bridge 
Phone Hayling Island 77705 
Portchestcr Cross Road, Head Office and Showrooms. 

Renault Distributors and Dealers for Ford, Morris, Standard. HiHoiau 

& Comnicr 

Phone Cosham 76424/5 
Bob Haytcr Ltd. 

16-18 Grove Road South, Southsea Morris Dealers 

Phone 23231 
Part Exchanges welcome 

I lire Purchase and Insurance facilities immediately available. 
FREE ADVICE ON YOUR EXPORT QUERIES 


. Model ihown is for the control of a 28 
Volt D.C. generator for use 
on aircraft. 

Peculation closer than VOX 

| ; I ’^between extremes \ ‘ \ 1 

of temperature from 
—tO C to i 70 C ^ V4 ' vfY.'' 


' TRANSISTORISED 
VOLTAGE REGULATORS 


February. I960 


Classified Advertisements ... 


In no matter what part of the world the sailor finds himself he very soon 
makes friends with children and if at all possible he gives a party. 

In the upper photograph L.Wtr. B. J. Klamishaw acts as Father Christinas 
at a party given to the children of the St. Andrews Mission Hospital for sick 
children at Singapore. The party was given by the stall of the Commandcr-in- 
Chicf, Far East Station, on December 20. 

In the lower photograph A. Sea. Cranston, of New Malden, C.P.O. Roche, 
of Plymouth, Naval Airman Franks of Hornsea, Ord. Sea. Mapes, of Norwich. 
Naval Airman Lock, of Clumpton. and Mech. (K.) Ilingston, of Deptford, 
are seen wrapping parcels in preparation for the party given to orphan children 
on board H.M.S. Centaur at Sydney on December 23. 


1I.M.S. Lagos, with Sydney Bridge in the background. The ship, in company 
with Centaur and l.landaff, had spent Christmas amid the sun in the port. 


The coastal minesweeper, H.M.S. | 

Fiskcrton, 360 tons, rescued 22 of the 
37 crew of the American freighter 
Valley Fore which was wrecked on a 
rock south-east of Singapore on New 
Year’s Day. 

The United States Air Force claims 
that on December 16 Major Joseph | February. 


Douglas Rogers set up a world speed 
record of 1.520.9 miles an hour. Thc| 
’plane used was an F106 Delta Dart 
fighter. 


It is planned to start the first nuclear 
training course in H.M.S. Sultan in I 


Order or Renewal Form 

(Delete as appropriate) 

‘NAVY NEWS' OFFICE, ROYAL NAVAL 
BARRACKS, PORTSMOUTH 


BOOK REVIEWS 

Japanese Eluded 
for four years 

F OUR years on the run! Four years 
just one jump ahead of the Japanese 
in Shanghai during the occupation. 
That is the story of Petty Officer Jim 
Cuming told by Desmond Wcttcm and 
published by \V. II. Allen, price 18s. 
Desmond Wcttcm—he writes “News 
] of Other Navies” for Navy News— has 
captured, vividly, Cuming's lonely 
battle. His fight for survival, his 
, hunger, his fears, his luck and his 
courage. 

Petty Officer Jim Cuming was serving 
in H.M.S. Petercl which was literally 
blown out of the water when Japan 
entered the war. He was on shore the 
night the ship was sunk and managed 
to elude the Japanese seekers who had 
learned that one of the crew was un¬ 
accounted for. 

Assisted by a Danish family. Free 
French and While Russians—one of 
whom he married—Cuming could not 
get out of Shanghai, yet as the long, 
terrible months passed he became a 
•go between” for intelligence men. He 
was able to let his shipmates in prison 
know that he was at large and helped 
their morale as best he could. The 
interned residents learned, too, of his 
continued freedom and implored him 
to surrender, and when their pleas had 
no avail would have given him away 
to the Japanese could they have done 
so. 

Those who know Shanghai as it was 
w ill realise to the full what Petty Officer 
Cuming went through, and those to 
whom Shanghai is just another place 
name will enjoy this well-written talc 
of this lonely battle against seemingly 
impossible odds. 

soldier” and 

SAILOR TOO 

F ROM Iceland to the Falklands— 
from Lexington to Singapore and 
Japan — wherever there has been 
trouble, the Royal Marines have been 
among those sent to quell it. 

In his A Short History of the Royal 
Marines (Messrs. Gale & Polden Ltd., 
5s.). first published in 1948 and now 
brought up to date. Colonel G. W. M. 
Grover. O.B.E., R.M., tells all too 
briefly for those of us who admire the 
work of the men Kipling referred to as 
“Soldier and Sailor too.” of the com¬ 
ing into being of the Corps and the 
various exploits which have made it 
renowned as a smart, efficient fighting 
force. 

Well illustrated—some in colour— 
and containing 12 appendices and a 
pull-out map showing the main points 
at which the “Royals” have made their 
impact felt, this new edition will be 
welcomed by all Royal Marines and 
all those, too. who admire them. 


COLD MEDAL SCHOOL OF MOTORING. 
Expert tuition in modern dual controlled car*. 
Fees reasonable.—Write telephone or call 56 
Marmion Road, Souituca. Tel. Portsmouth 
21052. 

IT IS A FACT that many sen ice officers and 
men pay too much tax. Do you? 

A retired Income Tax Officer is prepared to 
assist you with your tax problems. Terms 
moderate. Consult Lieut. G. E. V. Moss. 
R.N.V.R., 50 St. Vincent Crescent. Ilorndcan. 
Hants. 


THE PETTY OFFICER 

In April. 1960. the 2nd edition of The Petty Officer will he ready for distri¬ 
bution. This is the magazine of the Petty Officers’ School at H.M.S. Royal 
Arthur. It costs Is. 6d. (plus 4d. postage) and consists of 64 pages of photo¬ 
graphs. cartoons, and articles by and for Petty Officers. It is of special interest 
to those who have done the Leadership Course at Corsham. 

Be sure of your copy this year. ORDER NOW by completing the form 
below and then forward it to the following address as soon as possible: • 
The Editor, The Petty Officer, H.M.S. Royal Arthur, Corsham, Wilts. 

Please send a copy of The Petty Officer to:— 

NAME .*... 

(BLOCK LETTERS, PLEASE) 

ADDRESS . 

Cheque or P.O. value Is. 10d. (made payable to the Editor) is enclosed. 

Signed. 

(Note:— Receipts will not be sent). 


Please post a copy of each issue of “Navy News” to 

Name . 

Address .. 


/ enclose herewith money order I postal orderf cheque value Si-, being 
a subscription for 12 issues, including postage. 

Commence . . (Monlh) 

If member of R„ V. Association, please state Rranch. 


NEWTON 


NEWTON BROS. (DERBY) LTD. 


AIFRET0N ROAD • DERBY 

CM.'G Z'.KAM 0. W*J| 

0irmitl ESIlDlkGS. SS IIKGSWAT WC2 























16 


NAVY NEWS 


February, I960 



Combined Services 

BALL A CHUNK OF SNOW 


R.A.F.’s former Oxford Blue (Taylor). 

Prior to the Chatham match, the 
England and Eastern Counties Selec¬ 
tors and Senior Officials were enter¬ 
tained to lunch in the Ward Room. 
R.N. Barracks. Chatham, by the Com¬ 
bined Services Hockey Association 
under its president (Rear-Admiral Sir 
Edward Rebbcck. K.B.E., C.B. (Retd.). 


DESIRABLE 


CHATHAM 

JCXING 

FLOURISHES 


Just try this new way of smoking 
—perfect cigarettes, made to 
suit your preference in flavour, 
7 a size and strength. It’s the 
'iy smart thing now to— 


the meeting very much. ' '_ 

I he Navy won this contest 3 bouts 

produce sufficient suitable opponents Royal Marines look forward to snow 

the remaining 11 men of the Chatham . - 

contingent fought among themselves— A 1 a cheerless time of the year when most people are grateful for the benefits 
a gesture which was much appreciated of central heating and cease to apologise for a weakness for electric blankets 
by those present. ,n their beds. Royal Marines arc inclined to look at bleak, snow-covered land- 

On Thursday. February 25. they hav c scapes and assert vigorously that the weather is absolutely perfect, 
another fixture versus the Army Units To them, “never having had it so on desolate mountain slopes and 
in the Home Counties District at the good" in a climatic sense, means that savour the delights of living on iron 
R.N. Barracks. Chatham, which should they are able to enjoy the blessings of rations, while for a really snug place 
be Well attended. icy days and possibly sub-zero nights to sleep there is always a hole in the 

snow into which to crawl. 

The low temperatures mean that the 
Royal Marines can make a start with 
their cold-wcathcr training in the Scot¬ 
tish Cairngorms and this week the first 
novices* course of the season will he 
arriving at their base at Glcnmore 
Lodge, near Aviemorc. Under the com¬ 
mand of Capt. F. C. T. Priest. R.M.. 
they will spend three weeks in the area 
receiving ski instruction, learn to fight 
in snow and ice and spend a total of 
12 nights in the open with only tents 
or snow holes for protection. 

Men of the Commando Wing of the 
City of London unit of the Royal 
Marine Forces Volunteer Reserve will 
also be going to the Cairngorms for 
specialist week-end training, leaving 
London on Friday evenings and return¬ 
ing in time to be hack at their offices 
and workshops on Mondays. Two 
parties arc travelling north. 

After preliminary training in the 
Scottish mountains, students from the 
Regular Royal Marines will he selected 
for advanced Ruining under Lieut. 
V. N. Stevenson. R.M.. in Norway. 
The course in that country will he run 
with the co-operation of the Nor¬ 
wegian Home Guard School at Dom- 
bas anil culminates in a six-day exer¬ 
cise in the Norwegian mountains. 

The Royal Marines have entered a 
team for the B.A.O.R. Ski Champion¬ 
ships and this team is to train in Scot¬ 
land before going to Germany. 


For Only 9{d Start choice' smoking today 

with a RIZLA Rolling Machine 
Cigarette Papers and Filter Tips 


H.P. FACILITIES 


PORTSMOUTH 62999 


CON TINE NTAL 

CARS 


VOLVO 

TAUNUS 

BORG WARD 

SIMCA 

SKODA 

CITROEN 

B.M.W. 700 

PEUGEOT 

GOGGOMOBIL 


DEPOSIT 

FROM 


PANHARD 

FIAT 


00 CKYARD 


n.M 

Rarrocks 


THREE WHEELERS 


DOCKYARD 
MAIM CATES 


BERKELEY 

BOND 

ISETTA 

FRISKY 

MESSERSCHMITT 


BALANCE 

OVER 


M*D*oO I 
J VC »Q" -x 

■z Sinter 


USED VEHICLES 


Team Effort Provides 
Fine Wtn 

T HE United Services (Portsmouth) 
Rugby team scored its biggest suc¬ 
cess on January 30 by heating the Old 
Paulines 28 points (two goals, penalty 
and five tries) to nil. 

Although the Old Paulines side is 
! one of the weakest sides in the fixture 
list and although the United Services 
fielded its strongest team and a win 
was confidently expected, it came as 
the result of a team effort and may 
prove to he the “boost” the United 
1 Services need. 


Owing to the large floor space in our show¬ 
room we are able to stock a wide selection of 
cars to suit every taste and pocket! Over 40 
vehicles to choose from. 


231/233 Kingston Road 
Portsmouth 


OPEN 10 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. 
Telephone: PORTSMOUTH 6163 


Printed and Publivhed tor and on !<ha!( ot ihc Navy Nrws tonimiticc by Gale A Polden Limned. AJderxhot 








